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Brainwonders 

BRAINWONDERS LAUNCHES THEIR INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM! 

Leaders- planners, influencers, motivators and visionary. Holding these traits, a leader plays a significant role and are pillars of 

examples themselves. One of the leaders are the Principals and Educational Directors heading academic institutes These are the 

people who have tasked themselves with national development where it is the most crucial- the children. They take in children 

and make them students; and hone them to make them future leaders as well.  

Naturally, leaders leading the future leaders come with a great thought process to cater to their great responsibilities. Many 

have opted to innovate with Brainwonders- the largest in the field of counselling and assessment. The Brainwonders team is 

renowned for their highly researched and statistically proven U.S. patented genetic test known as DMIT. Brainwonders’ online 

psychometric test which includes IQ, Aptitude, Interest and Personality assessments is extremely popular as well. 

With almost a decade of rich experience in the career counselling segment, 108+ global centres and 320+ connected schools- it 

is obvious why Brainwonders is the way to go when asked about child guidance services. The organisation, founded and headed 

by Mr Manish Naidu is clearly standing out for their modules- the most coveted of which is their ‘International School Leaders 

Program’. 

The whole Brainwonders Leadership Module is drafted in a way to not only celebrate the academic leaders- but also to hone the 

youth of the country to take up the mantle when their time comes. For the ones who are curious to know how the program 

works, here are the details: 

1. The school registers their students for a Brainwonders test. Brainwonders has their biometric DMIT assessment and 

online psychometric test. The school has to ensure that they match the minimum number of students as required by 

Brainwonders for enrolment.  

2. The whole aspect thrives on the fact that Brainwonders provides their quality service at an institutional cost (which 

are considerably lower than their retail prices). This is to encourage the students and parents to take the guidance 

provided by Brainwonders via the school. 

3. The Brainwonders counselling team also shares the necessary information via written format and would also be 

providing a complimentary orientation to the students and parents which allows them an interaction with an expert. 

This is done to assist the school to encourage the students for the assessments and guidance. 

4. As the tests are highly researched and popular- the students benefit by securing concise academic, personal and 

career insights which helps them to expand their abilities and explore their opportunities for all-round success.  

5. Brainwonders will also provide the students an exclusive access to their career portal- where they would get all the 

details and updates regarding various examinations, academic processes, colleges and industries. 

6. The Brainwonders will also provide the school with an exclusive dashboard of their own. The school will be able to 

map the student’s reports, their traits and interests and track their progress. 

7. The school is then provided an International Certification from the Well Gene Science Lab, Malaysia. This grants the 

institution the status of Brainwonders Regional Career Counselling Centre. 

8. Once this process is completed successfully, the school Principal/ Director is highlighted in the Brainwonders media 

channels to propagate the initiative taken by the school towards the development of their children. 

9. The school also get recognised for their programs on various national platforms via Educational conferences and 

award functions. These events are rich with enlightened minds where the school director/ principal is also awarded 

for their leadership. 

The International Conference is conducted bi-annually by Brainwonders in a foreign location. The school leader (principal/ 

director) is invited for the same to collaborate with other academicians and educators to create a vision towards further 

evolution of the Indian Education Sector. 
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From the Editor                           

Education is the founding stone of a country’s economy. 

Indian Education System has been synonymous with 

‘Entrance Exams’ ‘Board Exams’ and ‘Marks’. A student in 

India is left with the options of choosing field i.e. Science, 

Arts or Commerce after he/she finishes his tenth grade. 

However, the students are opting to go abroad for further 

studies after completing their graduation in India. It shows the need for technology 

and upgrades of the education curriculum in India. The country is on its way of the 

digital revolution and is progressing each day towards digitalization, leading to our 

changing lifestyles. In the past 10 years, the education sector of our country has 

witnessed many prominent changes in the way of learning. 

In this edition of Education India, the cover story published is the most trending 

segment of the education sector i.e. Emerging Ed-tech Start-ups. The global Ed-tech 

market was valued at $186 billion in 2017 and is expected to reach $252 billion by 

2020, depicting tremendous growth with unlimited growth opportunities.  

This time, Education India has come up with a special “Outlook of the industry”, 

covering the role of AR/VR in education taking over the traditional methods of 

teaching, opportunities and challenges of AR/VR reality in education and last but not 

the least the growth of extended reality in Indian Education sector.  

This Issue also covers the thought and opinion of the top leaders, from the leading 

schools, the people, who have great expertise in the Education industry as well as have 

explored, initiated and tried to implement their ideas to transform the way of learning. 

Another section of the Issue also covers all latest updates and technological 

developments from different parts of the world, which helps our readers to remain 

abreast about every single development globally. 

I wish you a happy and interesting reading!! 

 

Follow 

www.eldrok.com 
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Education Briefs 

IT Madras-incubated startup developing material to inactivate Coronavirus on contact: 
Indian Institute of Technology-The Madras-

incubated Start-up of Muse Wearables is 

developing novel and non-invasive methods 

of synthesizing fabrics with nanoparticles-

based antimicrobial agents that can 

‘inactivate’ the human Coronavirus on 

contact. These garments are expected to 

work well for up to 60 washing cycles, 

making the fabrics work again. Composite 

fabrics can be used primarily for the 

manufacture of N95 masks, surgical masks, 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and 

food packaging bags, among other things, 

that contain natural coronavirus materials. 

Muse Wearables’ current flight machine can 

combine length fabrics up to 100 meters in a 

few minutes, thus making it a viable 

commercial solution that can be used 

quickly. Muse Wearables is installed by the 

IIT Madras Incubation Cell. Currently, Muse 

Wearables is integrating this cooking 

machine and will soon begin combining 

different fabrics with different nanoparticle 

solutions. Their packaged fabrics are 

expected to be ready for trial very soon. The 

startup is also teaming up with a mask 

company to present the Antiviral N95 Masks 

with a price tag of Rs 300 per clip.  

 

 

 

IIMK Contributes close to Rs 1 crore for coronavirus relief funds: 

The Indian Institute of Management (IIM), 

Kozhikode or IIMK has contributed close to 

Rs 1 crore after the COVID-19 crisis. At this 

time, Rs 25 lakh each will be donated to 

Prime Minister’s PM Cares fund and Kerala 

Chief Minister’s Distress Relief Fund 

(CMDRF). Another important contribution of 

close to Rs 50 Lakhs has also been suggested 

by the IIMK Alumni Association which will 

assist with numerous COVID-19 related 

humanitarian efforts. “A humanitarian 

challenge as enormous as this requires every 

citizen to rise to the occasion and dutifully 

play their part. The Director, Staff and 

Faculty members have contributed a day’s 

salary to augment the substantial efforts 

being undertaken by the Central and the 

State Government to overcome this 

challenge,” said, Prof Debashis Chatterjee, 

Director IIM Kozhikode. The director, staff 

and members of the intelligence team 

contributed to the day’s wages in addition to 

the great efforts made by the Central and 

State Government to overcome this 

challenge. 

 

AICTE to offer 49 free online e-learning courses:
All India Council for technical Education 

(AICTE) has decided to offer 49 free tuition 

courses. These include diploma courses, 

certificate courses and skills courses. Some of 

these are open to students in all branches of 

technology, while others are for students 

from specific streams. The courses are 

offered by various companies, as stated on 

the AICTE website, for free to those who 

enrol until May 15, 2020. Since the beginning 

of the lockdown, universities and educational 

institutions are encouraging students to take 

online classes to avoid missing courses. 

“During the lockdown, learning should not 

stop. Fortunately, many companies 

came forward to give their 

products FREE OF COST for those 

who register till 15th May 2020 for 

your learning. AICTE does not take 

any responsibility for its contents 

nor copyright issues, if any, since 

the products are not vetted by AICTE. It’s the 

responsibility of respective company,” said 

AICTE. The Minister of Education, Ramesh 

Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’, has been timely 

reminding students of the various online 

methods they 

can use to 

study at home.  

 

IIM Nagpur & Chuo University partners for collaborative research:
The Indian Institute of Management (IIM) 

Nagpur or IIM Nagpur has signed an 

agreement with the Chuo University, 

Graduate School of Strategic Management 

(College University, GSoSM) this week. The 

agreement creates a mechanism for 

collaborative research on contemporary 

issues, intellectuals and student exchanges, 

as well as cultural exchanges between the 

two schools. The agreement is the first of its 

kind with any major Asian university of 

higher education, according to a statement 

from the institute. Starting with the 

University College, GSoSM, the agreement 

opens up the possibility of intensive 

exchange of courses with famous Japanese 

universities. Focus areas will include 

management and management issues in the 

context of high culture, entrepreneurship, 

and technical management, among others. In 

order to develop such partnerships, together 

with the outstanding international IIM 

Nagpur campaigns in Japan, IIM Nagpur 

recently launched the Center for Excellence, 

the Indo-Japan Research Center (IJRC) under 

the leadership of Prof. Rahul Kumar Sett. 

 

. 
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Education Briefs 

Alternative academic calendar released for class 9&10: 
A separate alternative academic calendar for 

classes 9 and 10 has been issued by the 

National Council of Education Research and 

Training (NCERT). A separate learning 

calendar includes important subjects such as 

English, Science, Mathematics, Social 

Science, Urdu, Hindi and Sanskrit. Secondary 

School students are young learners. They 

often prefer to read alone. They may need a 

little support from their parents, so teachers 

are first advised to call on parents to inform 

them about implementation for the 

recommended activities. Teachers may later 

contact students directly for further 

intervention. “Initially, this calendar is 

prepared for four weeks, which may be 

extended further. In this calendar the 

themes/topics have been selected from 

syllabus and are linked with the learning 

outcomes. “I hope, this calendar will be 

useful for teachers and parents in creating a 

very conducive learning environment at 

home for the students so that they can learn 

in a very meaningful and joyful way,” said 

Hrushikesh Senapaty, Director, NCERT.  In 

case the Internet is not available at the 

student’s home, teachers can explain to 

students / parents about each activity by 

phone, SMS and voice recordings..

 

Edtech giant “Byju’s” in talk to raise $400 million:

Byju’s, which is the India’s leading online 

education platform that appeared to grow in 

popularity over the past weeks during the 

outbreak of coronavirus, is in talks to raise 

$400 million in new funding. The new 

funding will make the total valuation of the 

company to $10 billion. The additional capital 

will be part of an ongoing Bangalore-based 

funding cycle that has already seen Tiger 

Global and General Atlantic invest between $ 

300 million to $ 350 million in a nine-year 

startup. The investment in the two 

companies, however, was worth about $ 8 

billion. Byju’s was valued at $ 5.75 billion in 

July last year, when he raised $ 150 million 

for the Qatar Investment Authority and Owl 

Ventures. As the company has announced 

free use of its platform during the lockdown, 

it has seen a surge of 150% users during the 

last month. If the deal becomes successful, 

Byju’s will be India’s second most valuable 

startup, joining Oyo’s, which is valued at $ 10 

billion. 

 

Radio lessons starting for class 9&10 in Assam’s Barak Valley:
Barak Valley education authorities in Assam 

have partnered with All India Radio to teach 

courses for students of classes 9 and 10 to 

reduce their decline in tuition. Earlier, 

students from the Cachar and Hailakandi 

districts will be joined on May 3 to May 8 

with a program in which to advertise 

recorded talks for teachers. “The lessons will 

be aired on the All India Radio, Silchar, during 

day time for which time slots have already 

been specified by the station. Recorded 

lectures of government school teachers will 

be 

relayed 

and 

students 

can 

listen to 

them,” 

said, 

Rajiv 

Kumar Jha, Hailakandi Inspector of Schools. 

Radio classes are being started with the 

teaching of the Second Board of 

Education, Assam (SEBA) for students 

who cannot access the internet or do 

not have smartphones. This initiative by 

government will help students who are 

economically weak and cannot afford 

smartphones and are in low 

connectivity area.  

 

HRD minister to address students’ query through webinar on May 5:

Union Human Resource Development (HRD) 

Minister Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank on 

Saturday announced that he would address 

students’ questions via a webinar on his 

Twitter handle and Facebook on May 5 from 

12 noon. He will talk about the students’ 

problems concerning about the impact of 

Covid-19 on their education and other issues 

through the webinar shortly. However, he 

announced the date and time of the webinar 

on Twitter. “Students, I am hosting a webinar 

exclusively for you, via my 

Twitter(@DrRPNishank) & Facebook 

(@cmnishank) pages.Please Join me on 5th 

May at 12 noon! Till then keep sharing your 

concerns with me using 

#EducationMinisterGoesLive. I will be happy 

to address all your queries!” he tweeted. The 

minister urged students to continue sharing 

their concerns with him through 

#EducationMinisterGoesLive. Students have 

started commenting on his tweet about their 

questions. Students have asked CNSE board 

to promote 9 and 11 class students as well, 

just like other state boards have done. 

 

https://www.eldrok.com/word-public-to-be-removed-from-private-schools/
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What does the World’s First Values Lab look like?  

“Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known” - Carl Sagan 

 

If we have Computer Labs, Science Labs why not a Values Lab? And what if we had Life Lessons in a Lab? 

Imagine a world full of creativity & interactive elements that hold a meaning behind every detail helping 

you find answers to the most personal questions of life. 

 

The Saksham Values Lab is a scientific, custom designed, in-school space dedicated to values inculcation & 

character building for students, parents & teachers. 

 

 This is the place where the Saksham Human Values Program, a 21st Century Social-Emotional Learning, 

Values & Character Building Initiative is conducted. These classes are conducted in the Saksham Values 

Lab (inside your school) or in your very own classrooms. 

 

All our Labs Are Tech enabled with video conferencing and are connected to each other. This not only 

connects children from different schools, but also facilitates experts from around the World to interact with 

the children.  

 

About Val-Ed Initiatives 
Val-Ed Initiatives is an award winning, youth-led organization that designs & delivers21st Century transformational 

values education programs that build stronger & healthier character in children, parents & teachers. Val-Ed programs 

have reached many schools across 17 states in India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To schedule a visit to the nearest Values Lab around you or know how you can have one at 

your school, Visit www.valedindia.com or Call 9731730636 or email info@valedindia.com 

http://www.valedindia.com/
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Education Briefs 

IIT Hyderabad joins hands with Hong Kong firm: 
The Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad 

will be partnering with New Frontier Capital 

Management, a Hong Kong-based finance 

company with offices in Tokyo and 

Singapore, to establish a global network of 

logistics and ecosystem services. The main 

purpose of this merger will be to promote 

new skills, research and internalization. MoU 

signed by Prof B.S. Murty, Director, IIT 

Hyderabad and Mr. Shigeki Usuki, Chief 

Executive Officer, New Frontier Capital 

Management to facilitate this partnership. 

This MoU will also enable New Frontier 

Capital Management to establish an office at 

the IIT Hyderabad Center. The MoU also 

envisages the establishment of a ‘Joint 

Innovation Center’ in Tokyo, Japan, and 

Telangana and will help create an ecological 

connection system connected to global 

research centers. This MoU will allow IIT 

Hyderabad to seek funding from 

international funds operated by New Frontier 

Capital Management for its incubators and 

acceleration programs. This partnership will 

also enable the launch of many Japanese and 

international companies at IIT Hyderabad to 

promote research and development, 

innovation and innovation. 

Pedagogy raises $400,000 in a funding round by IPV:  

Pedagogy, Ahmedabad based edtech startup 

has raised $400,000 in a funding round. The 

funding round was led by Inflection Point 

Ventures. Initiated by the founders Archin 

Shah, Abhilash Sonwane, and Ritesh Gandhi 

in 2015, Pedagogy is changing the way 

students buy and consume books while 

preparing for entrance exams. With 

Pedagogy, students will have to buy a single 

subscription to access all the books available 

in their exams, giving them access to a large 

and varied selection of content and a 

personalized lesson and practice platform. 

The platform has a single subscription model, 

which allows its users access to the most 

popular books and digital lessons from 

trusted publishers and educational 

institutions across the country. In a country 

like India, where education is given the right 

value, students are under pressure to find 

the right resources at the right price to help 

them get better on their exams. Pedagogy 

says this makes it easier to work with trusted 

publishers and institutional professionals, 

bringing their expertise to the same platform 

and market. 

 

MHRD issued guidelines on schools, colleges on reopening:
 Ministry of Human Resource Development has issued 

new safety guidelines to be followed whenever school 

reopens. Government has included few steps that will 

be a part of social distancing and that includes, new 

seating matrix, staggered classes, multiple entry and exit 

doors, different mess and library etc. Universities and 

colleges are shut since March 16 due to which students 

are facing academic loss. Ministry officials has informed 

education institutes to follow these guidelines 

whenever the lockdown will be lifted. “The guidelines 

will include a checklist and recommended measures to 

ensure student and staff safety. However, the COVID-

19 situation in a particular area will also be have to kept 

in mind and the institutions will have flexibility to adapt 

to the guidelines accordingly. The minister has 

reiterated many times that the safety and health of 

students has to be prioritized,” senior official said. We 

hope that very soon we will overcome the pandemic 

and till then we will follow the guidelines issued by the 

government for the betterment of the nation.  

NEET applies to minority-run medical colleges: Supreme Court:
The National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test 

(NEET) is mandatory for admission to medical 

colleges run by religious and linguistic 

minority communities, the Supreme Court. A 

three-judge Bench led by Justice Arun Mishra 

held that admissions solely through NEET for 

graduate and postgraduate medical/dental 

courses does not violate any fundamental 

and religious rights of minorities. NEET would 

apply for both aided and unaided medical 

colleges administered by minorities. 

Regulating academics and imposing 

reasonable restrictions to ensure educational 

standards was in national and public interest, 

Justice Mishra wrote. The colleges had 

argued that imposing NEET would violate 

their fundamental rights of religious 

freedom, to manage their religious affairs, to 

administer their institutions. They said the 

State was reneging its obligation to act in the 

best interest of minorities.  
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Education Briefs 

Exams for higher and technical courses unlikely by May 31:
Uday Samant: Under-graduate and post-

graduate exams for higher and technical 

education courses in Maharashtra are 

unlikely to be held before May 31 as the 

coronavirus has obligated lockdown, state 

minister Uday Samant said on Wednesday. 

The Higher and Technical Education Minister 

said that the lockdown has severely affected 

the schedule of the exams which were 

postponed on March 24. “The Higher and 

Technical Education ministry is unlikely to 

hold the exams for under-graduate and post 

graduate courses by May 31, Generally, it 

takes 90 days for the entire period from the 

announcement of an exam to its organisation 

and paper assessment. Going by it, we need 

to 

understand 

that it 

would take 

next 2-3 

months for 

completion 

of the 

procedure. 

He said 

about 30-

35 lakh students were expected to appear for 

the exams. We want to try our best to ensure 

that students do not suffer,” the minister 

said. He also added that the state 

government was awaiting report of the 

University Grants 

Commission (UGC) 

while a report of the 

board of vice 

chancellors in 

Maharashtra on how 

to go ahead with the 

examinations is 

ready.  

  

 

UPSC prelims postponed; aspirants relieved:
UPSC preliminary exam has been postponed, 

the actual date for the exam is not 

announced as yet. The date of the exam will 

depend on the current situation of Covid-19 

crisis. The postponement of UPSC 

examination has brought 

relief for thousands of 

aspirants, who were in a 

dilemma over when the 

schedule. Ever since the 

lockdown began, IAS 

coaching centres have been 

holding online classes for 

students across the State. K Kamaraj of 

Kamaraj IAS Academy in Anna Nagar said: “A 

psychological counselling is required for all 

the aspirants once the lockdown gets over as 

they require a certain amount of motivation 

to come out of this phase. Only small tests 

are being conducted online, as the entire 

syllabus was completed by the end of April.” 

Almost all the aspirants were under severe 

stress over the schedule for the current year. 

The postponement has given ample time for 

us to prepare. 

 

Edtech startup UpTop ties up with IIM Rohtak to offer ePGPx program in management: 
UpTop, an ed-tech company for higher 

education, has knotted up with the Indian 

Institute of Management (IIM) Rohtak to 

provide ePGPx program. ePGPx is a hybrid 1-

year PG diploma course in Management for 

Executives. The focus of the program is on 

broad management placing and real-world 

knowledge with prominence on inculcating 

leadership in perplexing managerial 

situations. As part of this partnership, UpTop 

will make learning reachable for every 

working expert seeking to be industry 

appropriate. Under this tie-up, there will be 

three compulsory on-campus modules 

(including offline sessions at IIM Rohtak) at 

the beginning of each term. Each campus 

stay will last for 6-7 days and will be held at 

the gap of 3-4 months. There will be a total 

of 20 days of on-campus classes. On finally 

completing the academic obligation of the 1-

year ePGPx program, the students will be 

awarded the ‘One Year Executive Post 

Graduate Diploma in Management’. IIM 

Rohtak alumni status will be presented to all 

ePGPx graduates. 

 

 

 

To advertise with us, contact Eldrok India Private Limited. Phone: 0124-, +918375027737 or send email at 

gaggarwal@eldrok.com. For business enquiry, visit  www.eldrok.com  

Subscribe Education Indian in just Rs. 1025* per annum/- 

*Courier charges extra 
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Education Briefs 

UGC to issue guidelines for current, next academic sessions including new schedule for exams: 
The University Grants Commission (UGC) is 

likely to issue guidelines next week for the 

present and next educational periods, along 

with new schedule for exams deferred due to 

outbreak of Covid-19. The Commission had 

made two panels before in this regard, who 

had submitted their reports on April 24. The 

first panel was of seven-member body, 

headed by Haryana Central University Vice-

chancellor R C Kuhad, they suggested that 

the new academic year can be initiated in the 

month of September. They also suggested 

that all the exams which have been delayed 

should be held in July. The second panel 

which was led by Professor Nageshwar Rao, 

vice-chancellor, IGNOU, was asked to look 

into how colleges and universities can 

conduct and promote online classes and 

issues surrounding it. The exams of all the 

universities are put on hold due to the 

lockdown imposed to combat the Covid-19 

situation. 

 

 

Centre to release ₹14,750 cr to states to boost education spend: 
R The Centre will soon release ₹14,750 

crores to states, including ₹6,200 crore of 

unused funds from the previous fiscal year, 

to fund education expenses amid the covid-

19 crisis. The central and state governments 

have decided to provide mid-day meals to 

over 100 million school students during the 

summer vacation, a bulk of whom are in rural 

India. The meals, which are usually not 

delivered during the months of May and 

June, will cost the exchequer ₹1,600 crore 

extra. But the government believes that it 

will help rural households facing income loss 

due to the COVID lockdown, and will help 

provide food security to poor students. As 

schools are closed, food items and the 

cooking cost will be dispersed to each 

student. 

 

 

 



 

 
        Education India | May 2020   13 

Education Briefs 

Tuition fees of schools should not be exempted-Delhi High Court: 
The court said that e-education is no-child’s 

play and efforts made by a teacher giving 

online classes are more than those required 

in the physical classroom, the Delhi High 

Court has detected while rejecting to direct 

private schools not to implement tuition fees 

during the lockdown period. The court said it 

involves extensive infrastructural 

modifications, including all supplementary 

expenses in assembling access to online 

platforms over which education could be 

delivered and to suggest that, having made 

all these preparations, schools should not be 

permitted to charge tuition fees, would be 

bordering on absurdity. A bench of Chief 

Justice D N Patel and Justice C Hari Shankar, 

had a hearing through video conferencing 

wherein they refused to entertain a petition 

seeking direction to the private schools not 

to charge tuition fees from the students 

keeping in view the present situation arising 

out of COVID-19, at least during the 

lockdown period. 

 

 

Government allotted Rs 400 crore for creating world class educational institutions: 

The budget for the financial year 2019-20 has 

been announced. The government has 

decided to allot Rs 400 crore to 

create “World Class 

Institutions”. This allotted 

budget is more than three times 

the revised estimates of 

previous year. The government 

is also focusing on the new 

education policy that will help 

to alter India’s higher education 

system to one of the world’s 

leading education system. The 

new policy will bring major changes in 

schools and colleges both. In addition to this, 

Finance Minister, Mrs. Nirmala Sitharaman 

also announced setting up of National 

Research Foundation (NRF) that will fund and 

promote research in the country. She also 

announced the programme “Study in India”, 

that will improve education standards of 

India by bringing foreign students to study in 

Indian higher education institutions. These 

policies of the government will 

comprehensively reform the regulatory 

system of education and will focus on better 

and improved academic outcomes. 

AP Inter Result 2020: 
The Andhra Pradesh Board of Intermediate 

Education is projected to announce the 

Andhra Pradesh Intermediate exam result 

2020 in June 2020. According to reports, the 

assessment grades of the 1st and 2nd-year 

exams will be declared by the second or the 

third week of May 2020 and the results of 

the Andhra Pradesh Intermediate 

examinations will be released by June 2020. 

The Andhra Pradesh 1st year examination 

2020 was held from March 4 to 21, 2020 and 

the AP Inter 2nd year examinations 2020 

were held from March 5 to March 23, 2020. 

According to data existing, it is close to 10.17 

lakh students who appeared for the exams 

from which 5.10 lakh students appeared for 

the AP Inter 1st year exams, and 5.17 lakh 

students 

appeared for 

the AP Inter 

2nd year 

examinations.  

 

 

New examination dates after lockdown lifts: 

As the Covid-19 crisis threatens to disrupt the 

academic calendar and delay competitive 

and entrance examinations, it has led to an 

environment of uncertainty among students, 

teachers and parents. Wherein in a report by 

the Union minister for human resource 

development, Ramesh Pokhriyal says,” The 

HRD ministry is working vigorously to ensure 

the pandemic does not affect the learning of 

our students. We are in conversation with 

various stakeholders–the CBSE and other 

boards, that we can soon announce dates for 

the examinations once the lockdown is 

lifted.” They will issue guiding principle based 

on the report and have guaranteed that the 

guidelines will be issued in the best interest 

of students. He also stated that the safety of 

students and teachers is the top priority and 

this will be factored in all decision-making 

process.
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Education Briefs 

'Ruhdaar' Low-Cost Mechanical Ventilator Developed by a team led by IIT Bombay Student: 
A team of engineering students from IIT 

Bombay, NIT Srinagar and Islamic University 

of Science & Technology (IUST), Awantipora, 

Pulwama, Jammu and Kashmir has come up 

with a low-cost ventilator using locally 

available materials. The project head 

Zulqarnain is a first-year student of Industrial 

Design Centre, IIT Bombay. Zulqarnain says 

“the prototype cost the team around Rs. 

10,000 and that the cost will be much lower, 

when we go for mass production. Ruhdaar 

offers essential functionalities which can 

provide adequate breathing support 

necessary to save the life of a critically ill 

COVID-19 patient”. Taking support from the 

Design Innovation Centre (DIC) at IUST, the 

group has been able to design a low-cost 

ventilator using locally available materials. 

While their primary aim was to produce a 

verified design, as they began to work on it, 

they developed their own design of the 

ventilator. 

NO TUTION FEE HIKE in IITs, IIITs for academic year 2020-21: HRD minister: 

The Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and 

Indian Institutes of Information Technology 

(IIITs) will not increase the tuition fee for any 

program for the academic year 2020-21, HRD 

Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal “Nishank”. After 

consultation with the Chairman of the 

Standing Committee of the IIT Council and 

Directors of IITs, it has been unambiguous 

that these institutes will not rise the tuition 

fee for the academic year 2020-21 for any 

course. “On similar lines, I have requested 

the IIITs run in the public-private partnership 

mode not to upsurge the tuition fee for the 

imminent educational year for any of their 

courses,” the minister said. In case of the 

IIITs, it has been decided that for those which 

are centrally-funded, the typical 10-per cent 

hike in the tuition fee for undergraduate 

programmes will not be implemented this 

year. They have also entreated them not to 

rise the fee for other courses. 
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Education Briefs 

 NEW HOPES with the appointment of Ms. Anita Karwal, Chairperson of CBSE as new Secretary:
The Chairperson of the Central Board of 

Secondary Education, Anita Karwal, has been 

appointed as the Secretary, Department of 

School Education and Literacy, in the Ministry 

of Human Resource Development. She is the 

third IAS officer to hold the post of Secretary, 

School Education, in less than one year. The 

Central Government also stirred the 

Chairperson of the National Council for 

Teacher Education, Satbir Bedi, to the Central 

Information Commission, Department of 

Personnel and Training, as Secretary. The 

NCTE is an independent body under the 

MHRD. The allocations were publicized on 

April 26 by the Appointments Committee of 

the Cabinet. Karwal is from the Gujarat cadre 

of the Indian Administrative Service’s 1988 

batch. The MHRD has seen several changes in 

the past year. The current secretary for 

higher education, Amit Khare, has been 

moved to school education from another 

ministry in October. In December, he took 

charge of higher education as well. Bedi is a 

1986-batch IAS officer of the Arunachal 

Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram and Union Territories 

cadre. Karwal was appointed CBSE-chief in 

September 2017 and Bedi had taken charge 

of the NCTE, which regulates teacher training 

in the country, in November, 2018. 

 

  

Kashmiri students to get lessons on radio from next week:

To reach the highest among students during 

the coronavirus Lockdown, the Department 

of School Education in Kashmir is launching 

audio classes starting next week in 

partnership with All India Radio. Educational 

radio will enable students to learn through 

the radio while they are in their homes and 

the idea behind the program is to engage 

students and reach out to them while they 

are locked in their homes due to being shut 

down nationally. Teachers will be presenting 

lessons as each curriculum will also be 

accessible to students through radio. The 

lessons will be played on All India Radio, 

Srinagar at lunchtime which is already 

specified by the station. The Directorate of 

School Education (DSEK), Kashmir had started 

telephone operations on March 26 with the 

Kashmir station in Doordarshan Kendra, 

Srinagar and now two classes are transmitted 

daily through the primary and secondary 

syllabuses. The step by government will help 

students to complete their syllabus and also 

help students who have connectivity issue in 

the region and can use radio to continue 

their study. 

IIT Madras, IIM Ahmedabad incubated startup “GUVI” has raised Rs 6 crore in funding: 
An ed-tech startup established by IIT Madras 

and CIIE.CO-IIM Ahmedabad, has raised Rs. 6 

ways in their pre-funding series are funded 

by the Education Catalyst Fund, an 

education-focused fund managed by CBA 

Capital. GUVI is an integrated ed-tech 

platform that offers content for courses in 

indigenous languages and has a deep 

presence in India where there are over a 

thousand engineering colleges. In a 12-day 

period during the time of lockdown, the GUVI 

has witnessed over 1.5 lakh enrolments in 

technical courses. Because of lockdown, not 

only students but professional staff are also 

enrolled in their technical courses. The GUVI 

provides an online platform for students to 

learn in their mother tongues and offers 

specialized courses to empower students and 

get them ‘work ready’ without leaving their 

house. It already has more than 2.14 lakh 

engineers in the latest technical skills like 

Python, Java and Machine Learning, among 

others. 

 

 

To advertise with us, contact: 
Eldrok India Private Limited 

Phone: 0124-44751840, +91 83750 27737 
Or Send email at gaggarwal@eldrok.com  

For business enquiry, visit www.eldrok.com 

mailto:gaggarwal@eldrok.com
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Educator’s View 

Ms. Amruta Prabhu 

Principal, The HDFC School, Pune 

Introduction  

Enigmatic, and enthusiastic- Mrs. 

Amruta Prabhu, is an able Educationist 

with impeccable foresight who has had 

the experience of teaching tiny-tots in 

the pre-primary and primary schools 

and on the other she has won much 

appreciation and accolades as a mentor 

and teacher to students of the 

Secondary and Senior Secondary levels. 

Major initiatives in Education 

Being a keen believer in Inclusion & 

inclusive Education she has ensured to 

include all kinds of learners in a 

classroom across grades encouraging 

differentiated learning patterns. 

Wherever possible due concessions as 

per CBSE norms are acquired for 

category wise high need learners and 

the concerned students become joyful 

learners in the learning journey. With a 

focus on life skills & holistic growth, 

ample opportunities are created for 

students to harness their innate talents 

and develop as confident personalities. 

As an efficient administrator, she 

ventures to reach out to all concerned 

stakeholders – parents, students, 

teachers etc. and involves them 

wholeheartedly in the school’s progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Experience: 

An M.A in English, M.Ed. and NET qualified, she has served as a teacher in a mélange of CBSE and International schools for over 

15 years and has thereafter been an able school administrator for over 10 years now. She had won laurels for her dedicated 

contribution as the founder Principal of the first CBSE ‘Í’(International) school of Pune for over 3.5 yrs and later as the Principal 

of a reputed school wherein she initiated the CBSE senior secondary affiliation and served it for almost 3 years. She is now 

serving as a Founder Principal of The HDFC School, Pune since its inception in June 2017 and is simultaneously pursuing her 

research in Inclusive Education from Pune University. Her tryst with Education does not end here. An alumnus of the Mumbai 

University, she has represented her state and university at myriad state and national level elocution & debate competitions 

whereby she has won immense plaudits for her immaculate oratory and presentation skills. As a Master Trainer for CBSE, she 

regularly conducts professional development programs for CBSE school teachers on Classroom Management, Life skills, Inclusive 

Education etc. besides training her in-house school team. 

Career in teaching 

She staunchly believes in the mantra of a good teacher being a learner for life and thereby 

states that she feels no qualms in taking suggestions and advice from her superiors, staff, 

parents as well as her students. 

A strong believer in the adage that “A leader is one who knows the way, shows the way and 

goes the way” she leaves no stones unturned to act as a friend, philosopher and guide to her 

team motivating them to “sharpen the saw” and to put their best foot forward to the lees so as 

to enable mutual growth and development of them as individuals and the school in particular 

as an ever-inspiring institution aiming towards excellence in every sphere. 
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Educator’s View 

Challenges in Schools  

With ever evolving Education and with the world becoming a global stage, it’s a constant challenge for Educationists to be 

abreast of the latest evolving Educational thoughts & techniques. The available resource pool of teacher facilitators need to be 

consistently trained & polished to ensure they are able to reach out to new age & varied group of learners at all levels. Bridging 

the gaps between the different strata of society by catering to RTE students & including them in a regular classroom is an 

ongoing challenge wherein not just the student but the concerned parents need to be groomed too to fit into the new age 

Education system. 

Importance of digital Education:  

The HDFC School believes in providing its students with cutting edge technology aided Education. Besides digital boards across 

classes, the school facilitates self-assisted learning (PAL) by Google wherein students across grades III onwards take online tests 

to assess their grasping of the core concepts taught. This develops their self-learning skills too. Flipped & blended learning across 

grades ensures that both the facilitator & the students are acquainted to not only derive concept appropriated audio, video & 

PPT from the web world but are adept enough to create their own digital content too. Partnering with reputed digital platforms 

for online Educational content & training, the school ensures its consistent digital growth for both their students & teachers. 

Current changes required in Education sector 

Keeping pace with the constantly metamorphosing Educational sector, the school strives hard to provide quality Education to its 

wards. All concerned stakeholders are actively involved in not only the students’ progress & development but also harnessing 

their niche skills and contributing effectively towards making a significant difference. 

  Future Plans 

 The HDFC School endeavours to create a home away from home for its eager 

learners whose health, happiness and safety is of paramount importance to the 

esteemed management. 

 We envision to create an endless stream of happy, holistic learners who are 

confident enough to make a mark on the global platform. 
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Career in Education: 

 She’s passionate about education and believes that good education can be accessible and affordable 

for all. She believes that powerful learning and teaching occurs under a shared spirit of respect and 

collaboration. She fosters a positive spirit and believes in partnership between students, parents, 

facilitators to create excellence in education. 

Educator’s View 

Ms. Priyanka Bhatkoti  

Principal, Maxfort School, Dwarka, New Delhi  

Introduction:  

Priyanka Bhatkoti – The Principal at Maxfort School, Dwarka, New Delhi is a versatile 

educationist. She is an alumni of the prestigious Convent of Jesus and Mary, Dehradun. She is 

a University of Cambridge CELTA qualified Professional and a trainer par excellence. Her 

career spans over two decades in premium education institutions in Panjim, Ahmedabad and 

Delhi. She is keenly involved with the development of curriculum and assessments at CBSE 

and SCERT. She is a visionary with incessant passion for transforming and revolutionizing 

educational practices. She has rich experience in academic administration and operations 

with several reputed educational institutions which include International, ICSE and CBSE 

schools.  

 

For her commendable efforts in the field of education, she has the distinction of having been 

honoured with Catalyst Award for Excellence in 2015, ‘Inspiring Best Teacher Award’ in 2016, 

the prestigious ‘Teachers Excellence Award’ in 2016, ‘The Excellence Award’ in community 

development in 2017, the ‘Exceptional Women of Excellence’ in 2018, the ‘Excellence in 

Educational Leadership’ Award in 2018 and ‘Excellence in Experiential Learning Programs’ in 2019. 

Major initiatives towards education:  

The academic core at Maxfort School, Dwarka, New Delhi is developed in the manner that give students a chance to weave their own success 

story. The curriculum provides a variety of experiences through expositions, experiential learning, storytelling, role plays, student lead 

conferences, group activities, excursions, outreach programmes, MUNs, debates, academic decathlons etc. A long standing relationship with 

formal and informal learning situations is provided to make the students ready for higher knowledge and skills. 
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I have a strong belief that rural 

education comes from developing 

strong relationships. Strong 

relationships are the core of any leader. 

The present times need a conducive, 

collegial environment for teams to 

focus on development and growth. This 

can be achieved by knowing team 

members and aligning their growth 

with the vision and mission of the 

organisation. A team leader is a 

visionary who sees what is yet to 

happen and ensures that the team 

members are ready to prove their 

competency in any situation. 

Educator’s View 

Challenges in schools: 
The biggest challenge is to align the school 
curriculum to prepare students for life and 
work in this millennium. It can be easily 
achieved by providing conducive and flexible 
learning spaces and environment to meet 
individual needs. The school has to be a 
centre of excellence for its students and 
staff. The facilitators need to be empowered 
to bring out the best in their students with 
regular Faculty Development Programmes 
and mentoring. Also schools need to become 

institutions of quality 
and repute that 
attract competent and 
dedicated faculty that 
provide students with 
exceptional learning 
environment

. 

 

Importance of Digital education in schools: 
With the advent of technology, a whirlwind 
of changes and challenges have enveloped 
the educational field. Today’s students are 
born in an age of automation. They are 
growing up amidst digital tools and playing 
with digital toys. When there is an alarming 
advancement in technology, digital education 
becomes mandatory to keep pace with the 
highly competitive world. Digital education is 
now an integral part of education. The need 
is to educate students to become 

accountable for the 
use of technology, so 
that it trains them into 
research based 
learning and develops 
focus on their core 
strengths is the need 
of the hour. 

 

Current changes required for education sector: 
Change is the only constant in education. In 
order to fulfil the needs of the present 
millennium, a strong education system, well 
equipped with adequate modern resources 

and strategies, is required. An eclectic 
environment capable of bringing out the 
individual talent of all students and providing 
them with every opportunity to grow up, is 

the recipe for a successful educational 
system. 

 

Comment about education system: 
With the changing scenario, there is a sea 
change in the field of education. This change 
is evident in the curriculum framework, 
teaching pedagogies, examination system 
and evaluation policy and technology based 

learning. Dynamic organisations who attuned 
to the need of hour, have become leaders in 
their field. Other organisations can learn 
from their best practices to create their own 
success stories. Commendable efforts are 

being spearheaded by educationists and 
institutions both to bring desired changes 
and strengthen the fundamentals of 
education. 

 

  

Future plans: 
Every school has its own Vision and Mission which needs to be always kept in focus, to give the direction to the growth of school. It 
becomes the focal point around which the development plan revolves. At Maxfort we believe every student should have access to quality 
educational opportunities and have a platform to showcase their talent. Innovations in curriculum should equip students with the best that 
education can offer.  
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Career in Education 

An alumnus of Miranda House, she did Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in English Literature in addition to degrees 

in Psychology and Management. 

Reasons for choosing Teaching as a Career 

She is passionate about education and feels privileged to work in this nation-building sector. She feels that a 

teacher’s influence lasts an eternity and nothing can be more gratifying than enabling the young actualise their 

potential 

Educator’s View 

Dr Neeta Bali  
Director- Principal, G D Goenka World School, Gurugram 
 

Introduction: Dr Neeta Bali is a seasoned 

educator with over 34 years of experience in 

the field of education. She started her career 

with Mater Dei School in Delhi as Head of 

department, English and served for over 18 

years. Subsequently, she was the Vice- 

Principal., Apeejay School, Noida for 6 years. 

From May 2008 to December 2014, she was 

the Principal and Head of School at G D 

Goenka World School. 
From January 2015 to May 2017, she headed 

Kasiga School- a residential School in 

Dehradun that now ranks among the top 

residential schools in the country followed by 

a brief tenure as Head of Podar International 

School- Powai, Mumbai. She is an eloquent 

speaker, Trainer and has been frequently 

invited to speak at various prominent 

educational conferences all over the country. 

Her repertoire includes various 

curricula, ICSE and ISC, CBSE, IBO 

Accredited programmes- PYP and IB-

DP, Cambridge accredited programmes 

– IGCSE and AS and A Levels. She has 

spearheaded partnerships with some 

leading schools in Scotland – Oban High 

School and Wasatch Academy- Utah – 

USA. She has worked intensively with 

the British Council as a BCSA- British 

Council School Ambassador in 

promoting the spirit of international 

mindedness. Apart from this, she has 

authored English Language books for 

Frank Educational Aids and a book of 

Essays for Madhuban. Her forte’ is 

English Language teaching, teaching of 

Psychology and Career as well as 

Psychological Counselling and she is a 

trained counsellor. 

Experience:  

As a Head of School her greatest strengths 

which helped her to achieve a successful 

head position are her logical and critical 

thinking, ability to solve the problem quickly 

and efficiently, excellent communication 

skills and management ability. She shoulders 

the responsibility of managing the students, 

staff and all the activities related to school. 

She handled teacher’s recruitment whenever 

needed, maintaining discipline and decorum 

in school campus, getting feedback from 

students, teachers and parents and taking 

appropriate action on it at appropriate time. 

She was in charge of monitoring and 

maintaining safe, healthy, peaceful 

environment in school and monitoring the 

attendance of students and teachers. She 

also reviewed the text books and notes 

followed by students and give her feedback 

to teachers for improvement.  Providing 

vision for the continuous development of the 

school, its teachers and staff in consonance 

with the Statement and the ethos of the 

International Baccalaureate Organization and 

Cambridge International Examinations has 

been her forte’ for the last many years 

 

Reasons for choosing Teaching as a Career: 

She is passionate about education and feels 
privileged to work in this nation-building 

sector. She feels that a teacher’s influence 

lasts an eternity and nothing can be more 

gratifying than enabling the young actualises 

their potential.  
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Educator’s View 

Major Initiatives towards Education 

 Innovation in Education, through blended learning modules  
 Nurturing International Mindedness through various exchange programmes 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenges in schools:  

According to her, major challenges in 

teaching today are paucity of talent as not 

too many young students opt for teaching as 

a career. Apart from this, the emphasis on 
content rather than skills during classroom 

transaction defeats the real purpose of 

education

.  

Importance of Digital Education in Schools: 

Education has evolved tremendously today 

and simple chalk and talk cannot suffice in 

learning. Use of tools in technology hones 

the critical thinking skills; make learning a 

joyful experience for the learners. Besides 

making learning an engaging experience, the 

learning is indelible and likely to be retained 

for long and lasts. Moreover, today’s 

generation is that of digital natives, who take 

to learning with great ease, if it is peppered 

with technology 

 

Current Changes required for Education Sector: 

We need to innovate in classroom, provide 

real time opportunities to learn outside the 

classrooms, make learning a celebration 

rather than an arduous chore. We need to 

pay teachers well to attract to best talent, 

treat our staff with respect so the best minds 

gravitate to the profession. 

 

 

  

Future Plans: 
 

“G D Goenka World School is a top notch institution. We want to continue to support very bright students and child protegees like 

Kautilya Pandit – the Google Boy of India, who has chosen to study with us: Google Girl of India- Jiya Phutela; Tennis stars – Pari 

Singh and her Sibling Sanya Singh, both top seed Tennis stars so that they shine. Our aim and philosophy is to empower all 

students as global citizens. We are proud to share that our alumni are placed in some of the best institutions of the country as well 

as Ivy League and tier 1 universities, globally 
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Career in Education: 
Ms. Chatterjee holds double masters in History & Human Rights and is an alumni of Delhi University & IIM Ahmedabad – 

participated in Programme on ‘Strategic Leadership for Schools in a Changing Environment’, she is also a certified Internal 

Auditor on ISO 9001:2000 by DETNORSKE VERITAS. She has also been a part of Australia-India Teacher Exchange 

Programme – visited Australia on an exchange programme to identify opportunities for establishing professional 

relationships between Indian & Australian educators/institutions/communities. 

Educator’s View 

Ms. Sharmila Chatterjee,  
Principal, Billabong High International School, Sector - 34, Noida  
  

Introduction 

Ms. Sharmila Chatterjee is the Principal of 

Billabong High International School, Noida. 

Ms. Chatterjee is an educationist who stands 

dedicated & committed to promotion of 

child-centered education. During her 

illustrious career of more than two-and-a-

half decades, she has been the Principal of 

leading schools in Delhi-NCR.A master trainer 

in life skills she spearheaded integration of 

life skills in curriculum; she is a practitioner 

of Multiple Intelligence Approach to learning 

& Total Quality Management in education.  

She undertook many outreach programmes 

to help community and sensitize students & 

teachers towards addressing issues 

concerning community development. She 

firmly believes in inclusive education and 

upholds that each child is unique and that 

the educational system should facilitate and 

address the uniqueness and individuality of 

each child.  

Major initiatives towards education: 

During her work experience she has taken a 

lot of academic initiations such as 

introduction of Pedagogy - emphasis on well-

structured teaching-learning processes based 

on Dimensions of Learning, Blooms 

Taxonomy & Multiple Intelligences to enable 

students to be involved in active learning 

process and become lifelong learners; 

creating micro level lesson planning for the 

classes, effective implementation of CCE by 

CBSE, Empowered teachers by implementing 

need-based Faculty Development Program, 

Conducted in-service training workshops for 

school teachers  pedagogical technologies / 

methods and many more other initiatives.  
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Educator’s View 

The current education system in India: 

“Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your community and world better than you found it.” 

Keeping in mind the above line, it is very 

important that the education that we 

provide to our young learners, the future 

global citizens, helps in their holistic 

development. As it is, the education system 

in India is considered a complex area and is a 

topic of debate amongst us. Though the 

Government is taking all the necessary steps 

for education to reach out to all the children, 

there are still many who are denied this 

opportunity and the basic right. Innovative 

teaching-learning methodologies will lead to 

a learning society in which the creative and 

intellectual abilities of students will allow 

them to meet the goals of transformation 

and development. Education for the future 

requires that we explore as many varieties of 

models and teaching methodologies as 

possible. 

 

Challenges that one encounters in the prevailing education system 

Education is the complete development of 

mind, body and soul which cannot be 

achieved by doing one thing only i.e. 

studying. While we aim at the holistic 

development of a child, we tend to ignore 

the fact that a child needs to engage 

him/herself in physical activities, sports and 

life skill building activities. This dissolves the 

purpose of education, making a child lose 

his/her interest and the cognitive, affective 

and psycho- motor domains are left under-

utilised of their potential. At BHIS, we focus 

on all these aspects to nurture a successful 

human being by making the process of 

learning meaningful, effective and a joyful 

one.

 

 

Initiatives to enhance teaching- learning process 

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Tell me and I 

forget, teach me and I may remember, 

involve me and I learn”. Keeping this in mind 

we need to involve the learners to enhance 

their learning. There must be a scope of 

experiential learning; learning by doing so 

that the learners get hands on opportunities 

to widen their knowledge and skills. At BHIS, 

the teaching- learning process aims at 

developing the cognitive, creative, aesthetic, 

language and social-emotional skills. There 

should be given an opportunity to the 

learners to explore, invent and innovate. In 

today’s time the parents are looking towards 

the school for providing their children with 

all life skills and integrated learning for a 

better prepared youth in future. Therefore, it 

becomes imperative on the part of the 

schools to create and impart holistic 

education to the learners, as todays learner 

is tomorrow’s citizen of the nation. 

Use of modern digital technology 

Technology has a major role to play in 

today’s fast changing, integrated world. It 

also has its place in the education system. 

Effective integration of Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) into 

teaching and learning is becoming an 

essential competency for teachers. Realizing 

that individuals learn in a variety of ways, we 

provide a variety of teaching strategies that 

nurture the diverse ways the students learn. 

Teaching concepts in a variety of contexts is 

more likely to produce flexible learning that 

can be generalized or used across a broader 

spectrum of applications. It is rather 

important to keep up with the pace of the 

ever changing technology.  The use of ICT 

makes teaching- learning easier, more 

engaging, interdisciplinary and interesting, 

catering to the different Multiple 

Intelligences of different learners. At BHIS, 

we believe in keeping updated with the latest 

technologies and ICT applications available 

for our teachers as well as learners.

  

Vision: 
“The School intends to create a purpose for learning and inspires students to think, connect and share using tools, 
technology and curricula of literacy. We at Billabong, harbour to promote peace, universal brotherhood and help 

the learners dissolve boundaries & optimise their potential.” 
 

‘Educate, engage and inspire’ is what the mentors practice in the classroom & transact the curriculum keeping in 

mind Bloom’s Taxonomy/ The Multiple Intelligence theory & learning styles/Neuroscience & Brain Research 

Theory/Digital Age & Globalization/Theme based learning till middle school. 
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Educator’s View 

Changes needed in the education system 

We often confuse education with literacy. 

While literacy is the ability to read, write and 

calculate, education has a larger objective. It 

is very easy to measure one’s education on 

the parameter of the marks they have scored 

but that would be understating the idea of 

education. Education should be able to make 

one a responsible citizen as well. Billabong 

High International School encourages 

students from a young age to take the 

initiative and go where no man has gone 

before. Their leadership qualities are 

nurtured by imparting Life through Jeevan 

Kaushal Club. The club has been formed to 

empower them and to encourage positive 

behaviour in them that enables them to deal 

effectively with the demands and challenges 

of life. Some of the workshops/campaigns 

organised by the club are - dealing with 

Emergency Situations, Emerging trends of 

high risk behaviour among adolescents- 

encouraging pathways for resilience etc. 

BHIS, Noida also prides itself in being a   

sensitive school and an inclusive school.  

Comment 

India is a heritage of educationists and 

visionaries since time in memorial. Education 

in India has seen many ups and downs since 

ages. 

 Our most impactful action is to educate 

students to be both worldly and wise future 

leaders. This will most certainly be the best 

way to create a more empathetic and 

responsible future. Sadly, our existing 

education system tends to value compliance, 

conformity, and complacency over 

innovation. The word education 

encompasses an entire lifetime. For me 

education is boundary less and cannot be 

defined as it is signifying the very existence 

of all living and non-living beings. I remember 

when I was a student the focus was on 

content building and speaking immaculately 

correct English. Experiential learning was 

confined to Science or Mathematics. Our 

education system is based on teaching and 

testing knowledge as opposed to teaching 

skills and providing experiential learning 

environment. It does not promote risk taking 

or deviation from the conventional.  

As the global education system is evolving at 

a fast pace we have to focus and bring about 

significant changes in our system too. In India 

we have to embrace technology and make 

our curriculum integrated and research 

based which encourages innovation, 

experimentation and questioning. It is 

imperative to review our assessment pattern 

also. Our testing methodology should be 

structured to recognize originality, creativity 

and problem solving. If we make this change 

in our assessment system our teaching-

learning facilitation will also improve 

significantly. 

Our education system should be life skilled 

based wherein we prepare our learners for 

life by emphasizing on critical & creative 

thinking skills, decision making skills, 

leadership skills. 
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Dr Suchitra Bhattacharya 

Principal, G D Goenka Public School, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi 

Introduction:  
Dr Suchitra is in the field of education since 

nineteen years. She is a passionate teacher 

and a dedicated administrator. She played an 

active part in teaching, counselling and 

managing many schools in cross cultural, 

multidisciplinary environment across regional 

boundaries. Coming from the army fraternity 

Dr Suchitra has always stood beside the 

students in boarder arears.  

She has done M.Phil in English and Ph.D. in 

education. Dr Bhattacharya is a trained 

classical singer and a bharatnatyam dancer. 

She is a keen learner and a professional 

developer of curriculum for teachers, 

pedagogies and updated learning 

methodologies. 

Dr Suchitra has immense faith on the future 

generation and strongly believes that the 

young students can fly high if guided in the 

correct way with a smile. She was the 

principal of reputed CBSE and ICSE schools in 

Kolkata and is presently heading G D Goenka 

Public School, Paschim Vihar, Delhi.  

 
 

Major initiatives towards education:  
GD Goenka Public School has one of the best 

infrastructures that provide students a 

wonderful environment with the latest 

technology and all possible facilities. The 

curriculum made makes the learning fun and 

easy. Integrated new digital technologies 

make the teaching-learning process 

interactive. All Goenkans are prepared to be 

global citizens keeping their traditional 

values strong. Our holistic approach has a 

wide range of enrichment programme and 

we build proud citizens. We have a Whole 

Child Approach where happiness of a student 

is given priority.  

 

Importance of Digital education in schools:  
The education sector is no exception. In fact, 

the nature of its target audience – mostly 

(although by no means all) young and highly 

connected – means that the sector must 

adapt to accommodate their expectations. 

Most students have grown up online and will 

expect the same levels of technology in their 

learning environments as in their day-to-day 

lives. 

 

 

  

Career in education: 

 If one talks about career in education, I need to mention that there cannot be a better opportunity to 

grow and learn simultaneously. Being with children one remains energetic and there is always  a 

satisfaction about your contribution towards the nation.  
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lobal Market Analysis:                                     
Online education is a vigorous 

industry, with lots of advanced 

technologies. The traditional way 

of education used to be very simple, which 

includes blackboard, a teacher and desks in a 

classroom. Today, students can use English 

online assessment, upload homework 

through a portal, learn history through 3D 

immersion, learning through AI, AR & VR is 

also available now. Global Ed-tech market 

was estimated to be $185.70 billion in 2017 

and is expected to reach $252.00 billion by 

2020. This shows tremendous growth in the 

online education sector. 

 

Ed-tech companies have continued to attract a 

significant number of venture capitalist firms 

from around the globe to invest in them. 

Recently, Owl venture raised $350.0 million to 

invest in global Ed-tech companies. Venture 

Capitalist around the globe invested over $1.0 

billion into Ed-tech start-ups in 2018. Now, Ed-

tech has become the first preference for 

investment purpose for an investor because it 

provides better return on investment (ROI). 

 

Top Global Ed-Tech Companies:

1. VIPKid: VIPkid, a China-based online 

ed-tech company founded in 2013 to 

connect fluent English-speaking 

teachers with young Chinese students 

for one-on-one 25-minutes virtual 

tutoring lessons, where students are 

taught English through a curriculum that 

covers concepts like holidays and more 

complex topics like current events. 

Vipkid’s curriculum is exclusive and 

affiliated to the U.S. Common Core State 

Standards. It has earned an estimated 

revenue of $750 million in 2017. The 

start-up raised $500 million in 2018 at a 

valuation of over $3 billion. 

2. Coursera: Coursera, a U.S. based 

online learning platform is one of the 

best examples of how Ed-tech can be 

employed to provide access to 

education at the universal level. It has 

over 3,000 courses, 300 specialisations 

and 13 world class degrees for the 

students and region. By joining hands 

with top universities and organizations, 

Coursera has been able to connect the 

teacher-student across the globe. One 

of the best online education start-ups in 

the world, its estimated revenue was 

approximately $140 million with 35 

million subscribers in 2017. 

3. Yuanfudo: Yuanfudao, a Beijing-

based online tutoring platform offers 

live tutoring services covering school 

subjects and different courses for higher 

education. It has over 200 million users 

and its estimated revenue was 

approximately $101 million in 2017. In 

2018, it raised $300 million from 

Tencent, a Chinese multinational 

investment holding corporation.  

4. Age of learning: Age of Learning, a 

U.S. based online learning platform that 

blends education best practices, 

innovative technology, and insightful 

creativity to bring learning for children 

aged between 2–8 years around the 

world. It is designed to help children 

from kindergarten to third-grade to 

improve their reading skills. It is the 

leading and the most comprehensive 

digital early learning resource for 

children. Its estimated revenue was 

approximately $100 million in 2017.  

5. Udacity:  Udacity, a U.S. based online 

education provider, which offers online 

courses, credentials and nano degrees, 

built by AT&T and Google, for data 

analysts, web and mobile developers. It 

offers a mix of free and paid courses and 

videos. In 2018, the company raised 

$105 million to expand its international 

operations. Its estimated revenue was 

approximately $70 million in 2017, with 

approximately 10 million subscribers in 

over 190 countries. 

6. Byju’s: Byju’s, a Bengaluru based Ed-

tech start-up makes knowledge and 

education interesting for 4th to 12th 

standard students and those taking 

competitive exams like JEE, NEET, CAT, 

IAS, GRE, and GMAT. With a valuation of 

approximately $5.0 billion, Byju’s is one 

of the most valued start-ups in India. 

The company had launched a new app 

for class 4th and 5th students named 

“Byju’s Math App” and for the same 

matter, acquired Math Adventures. 

Earlier, Byju’s had also acquired 

TutorVista, Edurite and data-driven 

platform, Vidyartha. Its estimated 

revenue was approximately $68.84 

million with 15 million subscribers in 

2017. 

G 
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7. EdX:  EdX, a U.S. based online learning 

courses provider, which offers high-

quality courses from the world’s best 

universities and institutions to learners 

everywhere. With more than 130 global 

partners, EdX has increased access of 

quality education for everyone and 

everywhere and enhances teaching, 

learning on campus. It also offers 

courses of weekly learning structures.  

Its estimated revenue was 

approximately $60.00 million with 14 

million subscribers in 2017. 

8. Udemy: Udemy, a U.S. based online 

learning platform for teaching and 

learning, that connects students from 

across the world to the best instructors. 

Udemy is one of the best places to 

increase an individual’s intensity of 

understanding. It is targeted at 

professional adults and offers 1,00,000 

courses with approximately 30 million 

subscribers currently.  Its estimated 

revenue was approximately $28 million. 

 

9. Simplilearn: Simplilearn, a U.S. 

based leading certification provider, 

which offers short-term online training 

courses. It partners with companies and 

individuals to know their unique needs 

and provides them with training and 

coaching that helps them achieve their 

goals. It offers more than 400 courses 

with more than 1 million professional 

trained and spread over 150 countries. 

Simplilearn offers three courses ranging 

from foundation to practitioner levels, 

which are introduction to Robotic 

Process Automation (RPA), the RPA 

using UiPath Training Course, and the 

Automation Anywhere Certified 

Advanced RPA Professional Training 

Course. Its estimated revenue was 

approximately $18.55 million. 

 

10. Studysoup: Studysoup, a San 

Francisco-based education start-up, 

which provides peer-to-peer learning 

marketplace for college students. The 

company works as an online study 

group, where students can sell or buy 

class notes, study guides and tutoring 

services. The company has a strong 

base of 2,000 elite note makers, 150 

schools and more than 0.5 million 

students. Students can earn money by 

submitting their own work to the 

website. Note takers, or any student 

who uploads material to the website, 

get 50% commission from each 

purchase of their notes or study guides. 

Its estimated revenue was 

approximately $2.10 million in 2017. 

 

Revenue of Top 10 Global Ed-tech Players- FY17 

 

Sources:  Companies financial reports and Eldrok estimates 
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U.S. Market analysis:  
U.S. is the world’s leading country in the 

world. The developments made in the U.S. 

market works as a benchmark for other 

countries around the globe and the same 

goes for the advancements made in the Ed- 

tech market. The US ed-tech market 

comprises of 54% of higher education 

segment and 46% of K-12 segment, the split 

is expected to remain the same for the next 5 

years. Since 2014, the U.S. Ed-tech market 

has achieved a CAGR of 8.81% and is 

expected to grow to $43 billion by 2019. Like 

other sectors, US market enjoys the 

leadership position in Ed-tech space too. 

Most of the leading ed-tech firms like 

Coursera, EdX, Umedy, etc. ruling the charts 

of the most valued Ed-tech companies of the 

world are from US. 

 

Top US Ed-Tech Companies:
Flocabulary: 
Flocabulary, a US based Ed-tech company 

founded in 2004 by Blake Harrison and Alex 

Rappaport, is famous for creating 

educational contents for the students in 

form of hip hop songs and through various 

non-traditional ways of teaching maths, 

science, history and other main subjects for 

the students of k-12 segment. Flocabulary 

reported a revenue of $8.75 million in the 

financial year ending 2017- 18. Today, the 

company is operating in more than 35,000 

schools of US. The Classroom products of 

Flocabulary have been praised by many 

celebrities like Snoop Dogg and the United 

Nation’s Secretary Ban Ki-moon as well. In 

2017, the company had launched its mobile 

app. The company is now focusing on 

expanding the reach of its products and 

adding innovative features and functionality, 

making it more relevant for the students of 

diverse backgrounds. 

Teachable:  
Teachable formerly known as Fedora, is a US 

based educational technological company, 

which offers a social online learning platform 

helping in delivering the Massive Open 

Online Courses (MOOCs). Teachable is the all 

in one answer to the creators, developers 

and the users of the MOOCSs. Teachable 

handles everything from handling of 

payments to hosting and providing customer 

support to its users. Teachable believes that 

the creators must be fully focused towards 

creating and serving the best content 

possible and rest all the complimentary 

things will be handled by teachable itself. 

Teachable received the “Series A” funding of 

$4 million in January 2017 and reported 

revenue of $7.5 million for the financial year 

2017-18.    

 

Altschool: 
Altschool is a San Francisco based education 

technology company, which came into 

existence by opening a school in 2013 and 

then later expanded its operations to a 

series of micros schools that focuses on 

personalised training through a specialised 

playlist created personally by the teacher for 

every project and for each student. The 

progress of each particular student is 

streamed to (his/her) their parents, on the 

platforms provided by a personalised app. 

The Altschool bridged the gap between the 

students and their parents by providing 

them the transparency in the progress of 

their child. Altschool is charging $100 to 

$150 per student annually. Altschool made 

profit of $7 million in year 2017-18 and the 

start-up raised about $174 million and was 

valued at $440 million by the pitch book 

more than any other common start up in the 

K-12 segment.  

Revenue of Top 10 U.S. Ed-tech Players- FY17 

 

Sources:  Companies financial reports and Eldrok estimates 

 

140.00

100.00

70.00
60.00

28.00
18.55

8.75 7.50 7.00
2.10

0.00

20.00

40.00

60.00

80.00

100.00

120.00

140.00

160.00

Coursera Age Of
Learning

Udacity Edx Udemy Sipmlilearn Flocabulary Teachable Altschool Studysoup

R
e

ve
n

u
e

 ($
 M

ill
io

n
)

US top Ed-tech companies



 

 
        Education India | May 2020   41 

 

Cover Story- Emerging Ed-tech start-ups 

Indian Ed-tech Market Analysis: 

verything is going digital in today’s 

scenario. Digitalization came in the 

lime light when PM Narendra Modi 

announced his digital India 

campaign. It flagged the way for 

advancement of digital education in the 

country. Indian Ed-tech market was valued 

at $0.4 million in 2017 and is estimated to 

reach $2 billion by 2021. Earlier, Indian 

education system was restricted to out-

dated classroom teaching with blackboards 

and quarterly exams to measure student’s 

growth. But with the exploration of 

technology, Ed-tech companies in India are 

making their impact in education market. 

With the availability of low cost internet and 

constantly increasing users of internet Ed-

tech in India has no restrictions to expand 

their geographical reach. Still, there are 

many isolated parts in India where students 

have to travel for hours to reach their school 

or college. Availability of education on online 

medium is the solution of this problem. Ed-

tech is trying to remove all boundaries 

imposed by traditional method of education. 

Earlier, if a child missed his school or lecture 

it was difficult for him to catch up with the 

syllabus but now, through online teaching it 

is possible to not only catch up with the 

syllabus but even stay ahead in the race. As 

entire nation is shifting towards 

digitalization, where everyone is encouraged 

to pay their milk vendor through paytm, 

learning through technology has become 

more fun and interactive. 

 

India can be a leader in Ed-tech industry as it 

has all the potential required. India has more 

than 850 million mobile users base, which is 

largely used by youngsters. Mobile users are 

constantly increasing by 10 million users per 

month, there’s no doubt that mobile devices 

are future of classrooms. Online learning 

offers us flexibility of time and place, where 

everything is competitive and chaotic 

learning through Tata-sky or online tutors 

has become simpler than simpler. Ed-tech 

not only help students but also their parents 

by ways to track student’s performance.  

 

Top Indian Ed-tech Companies: 

1. Meritnation: A Delhi based Ed-tech 

start-up, which has its user base across 

9 countries, is one of the India’s largest 

online learning platforms for school 

children. Meritnation has estimated 

revenue of $31.64 million in FY17, 

which is the second highest among the 

Indian Ed-tech companies. It provides 

live interactive classes from best 

tutors available and students can 

clear their doubts using “chat” with 

teachers. It also gives assignment 

and homework after every lecture 

to ensure complete understanding 

of the topic.  

 

2. Simplilearn: Founded in 2010 by 

Krishna Kumar, Simplilearn has its 

headquarter in U.S. Simplilearn offer its 

content only for higher education 

segment. It is one of the world’s leading 

certification providers. Simplilearn has 

over 400 courses with more than 2,000 

qualified trainers. Till now, the Ed-tech 

start-up has trained over 1 million 

professionals across 150 countries. They 

also deliver video content on YouTube 

on topics like data science, artificial 

intelligence, digital marke  ting etc. and 

has over 0.2 million subscribers with an 

estimated revenue of $18.55 million 

during FY17. 

 

3. Upgrad: A Mumbai based Ed-tech 

company, Upgrad is an online higher 

education platform, which provides 

relevant programs that are designed 

and delivered in collaboration with 

world-class faculties. Upgrad recorded 

revenue of $14.05 million in 2017 and 

currently has around 0.3 million paid 

subscribers around the globe. 

  

E 
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4. Edukart: A Delhi based Ed-tech 

Company; Edukart provides courses and 

learning content for higher education. 

Edukart offer its subscribers with 

degrees, diploma and certificate courses 

from universities, institutions and 

industry bodies. Edukart had estimated 

revenue of $4.69 million in FY17 and it 

has a user base of 0.01 million across 

India. Edukart also provides job 

placement support through its job 

portal on their website. 

 

5. CultureAlley: CultureAlley is an Ed-

tech company, which offers language 

learning courses for every age group. 

CultureAlley has currently over 0.45 

million users all over the world that are 

learning languages like Spanish, 

Mandarin, Hindi and Punjabi. 

CultureAlley had reported revenue of 

$4.21 million with more than 0.40 

million subscribers in FY17. The Unique 

Selling Preposition (USP) of the 

company is that language courses are 

offered through apps at no cost. 

 

6. Embibe: Embibe is the largest 

Artificial Intelligence based Ed-tech 

company in India. Embibe reported 

revenue of $4 million in FY17. Embibe 

provides guidance to students by using 

data analytics and artificial intelligence. 

This AI powered technology not only 

helps student to overcome their 

academic weaknesses and knowledge 

gaps but also their behavioural skills as 

well as overall development. 

 
  

7. Vedantu: A Bengaluru based Ed-tech 

start-up, founded by Mr Saurabh Saxena 

in 2011 is, India’s leading live tutorial 

platform with best teachers for CBSE, 

ICSE, NTSE etc. Vedantu has its teaching 

network in more than 500 cities across 

the world. Vedantu offers a network 

where student can connect with any 

teacher directly and can learn in a 

personalized way. Vedantu had a 

revenue of $2.70 million with a user 

base of over 0.04 million in FY17. 

 

8. Toppr: Toppr offers learning content 

from 5th to 12th grade students. Toppr 

covers around 20 school boards and 60 

competitive exams from classes 5th to 

12th Toppr had estimated 4 million 

subscribers and recorded revenue of 

$1.83 million in FY17. Toppr is India’s 

leading JEE Main/Advanced and NEET 

learning platform, which offers a variety 

of learning resources in the form of 

video tutorials. The company believes 

that the most competitive entrance 

exams can be cracked using toppr. The 

content available on the app is totally 

free of cost. 

 

9. Unacademy: A Bengaluru based Ed-

tech start-up, Unacademy has trained 

over 0.3 million students by delivering 

2400 lessons in a span of just 6 months. 

Educators on Unacademy consist of 

students who have cleared various 

exams or have a teaching experience.  

Unacademy started as a channel on 

YouTube in 2010 and currently has more 

than 3 million subscribers. In 2017, 

Unacademy recorded revenue of $0.75 

million and has won the Digital Start-Up 

of the Year award at 12th India Digital 

Summit.  
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Revenue of Top 10 Indian Ed-tech players- FY17:  

Sources:  Companies financial reports and Eldrok estimates 

Drivers of Ed-tech Market in India:  

The Indian higher education system 

comprises of around 700 universities and 

over 35,000 colleges with more than 85% of 

the students involved in undergraduate 

programs. More than 70% of those are either 

poorly educated or uneducated, depicting a 

huge number of students in need of some 

alternative effective and affordable way of 

education, creating a huge user base for 

quality education. The need and urgency 

towards the quality education is the key 

motivation for Ed-tech start-up in India. 

Population Structure: India is a young 

country demographically with nearly half of 

the population in India is below 25 years and 

most of them are heavy internet daily users. 

Education being a priority in India, online 

education has a huge base to serve the 

students in such a country. The Government 

of India is also contributing towards 

promoting online and digital learning.  

Accessibility and Affordability: The 

education provided through online platforms 

is more convenient and accessible on 

fingertips than before. The technology is 

improving the way of our learning and is 

present in every small aspect of our lifestyle. 

The digital education not only facilitates with 

accessibility but also reduces time required 

to learn any concept or skill. Ed-tech start-

ups like any Byjus and Vedantu are becoming 

common and effective learning platforms in 

Indian households nowadays. 
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Ed-Tech Trends
Virtual and Augmented Reality 

(VR and AR): The Virtual and Augmented 

Reality, which became popular in 2017 in 

India focuses on giving real life experiences 

to its users by stimulations through graphics 

and sounds. The human mind retains 5% by 

reading, 10% by listening and about 60% to 

80% by experiencing. These ways of 

experiencing the learning gives life to the 

boring classroom learning sessions and make 

learning interactive and interesting. AR & VR 

are widely accepted in many high-end 

schools giving best experience of learning.  

 

Gamification based learning: 

Gamification is a new trending way of 

learning in the education market. Earlier, also 

games were conducted as a part of 

classroom activities in many schools. The old 

games are now rebuilt in digitalized mode. 

Usually, the game based learning is made for 

primary class students to build their interests 

in the subjects. They are mostly created for 

regular maths practice, and act as the 

solution to the old school traditional learning 

methods. Instant feedback and rewards are 

key motivators that drives students towards 

learning with lot of fun. 

Artificial and Adaptive learning: 
Artificial intelligence or adaptive learning is a 

new platform where the system adapts 

according to the need of the user or learner. 

Adaptive learning uses machines learning 

and the central idea behind adaptive learning 

is to stimulate personalised experience of 

users, which they undergo and learn 

according to their own capabilities or 

strengths. 

 

Ed-Tech as an opportunity 

Ed-Tech start-ups are changing the face of 

the Indian education system. With the 

evolving age of technologies and the 

internet, more parents are keen to send their 

children in a technology-driven school, which 

includes interactive videos and textbooks, 

online assignments, tests, classroom 

discussions, exclusively customised learning 

modules, virtual reality, robotics and many 

more. Earlier, it used to be very costly but 

with increasing supply of the above 

mentioned, it is becoming more affordable 

for the common people. Ed-tech start-up 

offers an innovative and engaging way of 

learning, which makes education more fun 

for students.  Now, Ed-tech start-ups in India 

are helping students at every phase from 

early childhood (kindergarten) to higher 

education, with a single objective to make 

learning easier for the students. According to 

a study, the number of registered students 

for online courses have been increasing at a 

very high rate. Ed-tech is considered to be 

one of the fastest growing segments in India, 

where its market size was valued at $0.4 

billion in 2017 and is estimated to reach 

$1.96 billion by 2021, which shows a great 

opportunity of Ed-tech ahead. Globally also 

investments in ed-tech start-ups are on 

growth trajectory. Notably, Chinese Ed-tech 

companies raised over $1.20 billion in 2016, 

which is more than triple the amount raised 

in 2014, signifying that ed-tech start-ups 

around the globe has gained pace. India too 

has witnessed significant growth in ed-tech 

funding over the last few years, primarily 

supported by strong mobile user’s base of 

over 850 million in 2018. Now, not only 

investors but the number of parents who 

started believing in online technology are 

also increasing. 
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According to a study, the total internet 

subscribers in urban and rural regions are 

365 million and 194 million respectively. Ed-

tech is one of the few sectors, which 

weathered the funding in India, around 

more than 100 start-ups funded between 

2014 to 2016. Leading ed-tech start-ups such 

as Simplilearn, Topper, Byju’s, Vedantu etc. 

have been able to raise over a billion dollar 

in last few years. In 2019, Byju’s became one 

of the largest start-ups in India with over $5 

billion valuation. Globally Ed-tech start-ups 

have been able to disrupt and expand 

markets primarily supported by Government 

policies. Indian Government is also 

continuously working towards promoting 

and expanding Ed-tech start-ups in India. 

The current generation of children has 

always been exposed to computers, mobiles 

and other technologies that have made 

learning easy, interactive and more 

productive. It is natural that they would 

want to have these items included in the 

classroom, which makes online platform an 

interesting way of learning. Growth within 

the Ed-tech industry will be far smooth and 

stable. As technologies evolve, new 

opportunities would eclipse the current 

available options. There are some 

challenges, which can be over-come with 

time. 
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Financial Overview 

xecutive summary: The table below shows the K-12 matrix of a typical school, which gives us an idea about the 

financial performance of a new school, over a period of time, considering some assumptions. From the table, it can be 

observed that the EBITDA margins of the schools are in the range of 20%-30% even in its initial years. High EBITDA 

margins reflect a promising potential of the industry. 

 Operational & Financial Matrix for a New School (located in a Tier-1 city in India)  

 

Source: Company filings, Eldrok Research & Eldrok Estimates  

Notes: The values mentioned in P&L are based on reported financials of more than 25 schools across teir-1 cities in India  

 

 

Year Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6

Grade Nursery-IV Nursery-VI Nursery-VIII Nursery-X Nursery-XII Nursery-XII

Operational Indicators

Total capacity1 840                   1,080                1,320                1,560                1,800                1,800                

Capacity util ization (%) 30                     50                     70                     80                     90                     100                   

Students enrolled 252                   540                   924                   1,248                1,620                1,800                

Tuition fee/month (INR)2 5,500                5,748                6,006                6,276                6,559                6,854                

Other misc. fee/month (INR)2 500                   523                   546                   571                   596                   623                   

Total fee/month (INR) 6,000                6,270                6,552                6,847                7,155                7,477                

Student-Teacher ratio 20                     22                     23                     25                     27                     29                     

Student-Non-teacher ratio 30                     32                     35                     38                     41                     44                     

Income Statement (INR mn)

Income from fee 18.1 40.6 72.7 102.5 139.1 161.5

Admission fee3 6.6 8.1 11.6 10.6 13.2 6.9

Total operating revenue 24.7 48.7 84.3 113.2 152.3 168.4

Staff expenses 8.6                    16.9                  29.2                  39.2                  52.7                  58.3                  

Lease rentals 1.2                    2.3                    4.0                    5.4                    7.2                    8.0                    

Transportation expenses 1.0                    2.0                    3.5                    4.8                    6.4                    7.1                    

Marketing expenses 1.4                    2.8                    4.9                    6.6                    8.8                    9.8                    

Repairs and maint. expenses 0.6                    1.2                    2.2                    2.9                    3.9                    4.3                    

Other operating expenses 5.7                    11.0                  18.6                  24.4                  32.2                  34.9                  

Total operating expenses 18.5                  36.3                  62.4                  83.2                  111.3                122.4                

EBITDA 6.2                    12.5                  21.9                  29.9                  40.9                  46.0                  

EBITDA Margins (%) 25.1                  25.6                  26.0                  26.5                  26.9                  27.3                  

E 
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Assumptions: 

 1. Total capacity is calculated taking 30 students in each class and 4 classes in each grade  

 2.  Tuition fee and other misc. fee are assumed to increase by 4.5% p.a. 

 3. Admission fee is assumed to be 26,000/student in the first year of operation. 

 

perating profit margins of leading School groups: 

For the last couple of years, 

the average operating profit 

margins of leading school 

groups in India have been in the range 

of 23.0-27.0% as depicted in the chart 

below. The numbers, as sourced from 

different authorities, the ministry of 

corporate affairs etc., have been further 

adjusted for non-recurring and one-time 

income/expenses, to present the right 

set of numbers. In spite of continuous 

increasing staff cost, rentals, marketing 

and distribution costs, schools have 

been able to maintain the margins, 

primarily because of incremental 

revenue from new students counts and 

partly due to:  

 Upcoming technologies, which 

helped schools to cut down their 

various operational overheads 

 Higher disposable income and 

willingness of parents, to pay more 

for better child’s education 

 Focus on ancillary revenue - Schools 

have now started selling products 

like books, stationery, uniforms   

play kits, sports equipment etc., 

which has enabled them to diversify 

their sources of revenue. 

 

Average operating profit margins as a % of revenue - FY14 to FY17 

 

Source: Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA), Annual Reports, Eldrok Research and Eldrok Estimates 

Note: The values mentioned above are collected based on sample of top 20+ school groups from all over India  
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Ancillary revenue of leading School 

groups: Like other business sectors, K-

12 segment schools are also increasingly 

focussing on diversifying their revenue 

streams and focussing on ancillary 

revenue. Owing to increased 

competition, continuous government 

intervention i.e. fee hikes, increasing 

operating costs, the margins of the 

schools are under huge pressure. 

Therefore, many leading schools have 

started focusing more on ancillary 

revenue streams and as per Eldrok 

Research unit, the average ancillary 

revenue of those schools as a 

percentage of total revenue have risen 

in the range of 16% - 20%, as depicted 

in the chart below. Though, currently, 

only a small chunk of schools focusses 

on ancillary revenues, however, it is 

estimated that in coming years, more 

schools are going to join the model 

of ancillary revenues and peripheral 

services due to rising costs and schools’ 

inability to raise the fee. 

 

Average Ancillary revenue as a % of total revenue – FY14 to FY17 

 

Source: MCA, Annual Reports, Eldrok Research and Eldrok Estimates 

Selling and marketing expenses of 

leading school groups: As per the 

annual/regulatory filings of leading 

school groups, over the last 4-5 years, 

the average selling and marketing 

expenses as % of revenue of schools 

have been in the range of 6.0% - 7.0%, 

as depicted in the chart below. Although 

the graph depicts that the selling and 

marketing expenses as a % of revenue 

have been range bound or slightly on 

declining trend, but in case of a 

significant number of schools, the 

absolute values represent the opposite 

trend. Notably, we observed that the 

selling & marketing expenses remains 

up to 15.0% - 20.0% in initial few years 

of a new school, but gradually starts 

declining as the brand value and 

visibility of the school increases. 

 

Average selling and marketing expenses as a % of total revenue - FY14 to FY17

 
Source: MCA, Annual Reports, Eldrok Research and Eldrok Estimates 
Note: The above mentioned values have been collected based on the sample of 30+ school groups from all over India  
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Staff expense pattern of leading 

private unaided schools: According 

to the annual filings of leading school 

groups, the staff expense patterns of 

the schools have been in the range of 

35.0% to 38.0%. The graph below 

depicts the average staff expenses of 

these leading school groups from FY14 

to FY18. The percentage of staff 

expenses as a part of the total expenses 

has been increasing due to the fact that 

these schools have recruited more 

teachers to improve their Student-

Teacher ratio. Though most of these 

school groups have been spending in 

the appropriate range, there are some 

school groups which spend 40.0% - 

50.0% of their expenses towards the 

staff expenses, which is way above the 

industry average. 

 

Average staff expenses as a % of total expense - FY14 to FY18 

  

Source: MCA, Annual Reports, Eldrok Research and Eldrok Estimates 
Note: FY18( E ) - Estimated, The values mentioned above are collected based on sample of top 20+ school groups from all over India 
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Niche raises $35 million in a funding round: 
With closed campuses all over the world, 

aspiring college students are likely to rely on 

digital tools to decide where to go. Some 

schools have invested in virtual tours to give 

students and parents a regular seat, but 

families may also be back to old reviews 

made online. Niche, a U.S based edtech firm 

“Niche” founded by Luke Skurman has raised 

$35 million in a Series C funding round. Luke 

Skurman’s company originally focused on 

college ratings under the name College 

Prowler. In 2013, the company was 

rebranded as Niche and added K-12 and 

neighborhood data. Niche says its guide has 

140 million ratings and reviews in schools 

and colleges, not to mention the quality of 

life metrics in various U.S. cities. It involves 

schools in various stages and stages. K-12 

schools are organized by public or private, 

religious affiliation and whether they offer 

gifted programs, among other measures. 

College categories include four or two years, 

the average cost after financial aid and the 

level of choice. 

 

 

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said schools in England will open to children in a phased manner:

Schools in England will be opened to children 

in a “phased manner” once the coronavirus 

lockdown ends. Williamson said he could not 

yet give a date for schools to restart, but he 

would give them “as much notice as 

possible” so they can prepare properly. He 

ruled out opening them during the summer 

vacation between mid-July and the start of 

September. “We recognize that the idea of 

schools all returning on day one with the full 

complement of pupils is not realistic or 

practical. I do expect schools to be opened in 

a phased manner,” Williamson told the 

House of Commons Education Committee in 

an online session. Schools, colleges and 

nurseries across the U.K. have been shut for 

five weeks, apart from a limited provision for 

vulnerable children and those of designated 

key workers. Williamson told lawmakers the 

government is in discussion over policies to 

help disadvantaged children catch up. 

 

Australian Govt. offers a payment of more than $3.3 billion to get the students back into the classrooms: 
Government wants private schools to get 

students back into the classrooms within a 

month. For the same, they are offering an 

early payment of more than $3.3 billion. 

Federal Education Minister Dan Tehan wants 

to see students getting back to their normal 

education routines by the end of May, as the 

coronavirus crisis eases in Australia. But he 

had faced huge pushback from the state 

governments and private school bodies. The 

minister has now offered the Independent 

Schools Council of Australia and the National 

Catholic Education Commission early 

payment of part of the annual funding due to 

them in July. He says if schools commit to 

having their physical campus open for term 

two the students who can’t learn from home, 

they can get 12.5% of their money – a total 

of almost $1.7 billion – on May 21. They must 

also have a solid plan to totally reopen the 

classrooms at the start of June. The same 

amount would be paid on June 9 if at least 

half of their students are back in regular 

classroom-based learning from 1 June. 

 

Israel looks to reopen schools in easing of coronavirus restrictions:

Israel is preparing to allow some schools to 

reopen as it tests easing restrictions put in 

place to stem the spread of the novel 

coronavirus pandemic, the government 

announced on Apr 27, Monday. The Ministry 

of Education will prepare for the gradual 

reopening of some schools and kindergartens 

beginning May 3, the office of Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a 

statement on Twitter, but will reserve the 

right to rescind the directive based on the 

most recent data on coronavirus cases. Asher 

Salmon, head of the department of 

International Relations within the Israeli 

Ministry of Health, said in a briefing with 

reporters that some schools with students 

with special education needs, will be allowed 

to operate in small group. 

 

 

https://www.eldrok.com/knowbox-raises-from-alibaba/
https://www.eldrok.com/reup-education-has-raised-fund/
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Trump urges states to consider opening schools: 

President Donald Trump says states should 

“seriously consider” reopening their public 

schools before the end of the academic year, 

despite of dozens having said that it would 

be unsafe for students to return. Trump 

made the comments in a call with governors 

discussing how to reopen their economies, 

among other topics. “Some of you might 

start thinking about school openings, 

because a lot of people are wanting to have 

the school openings. It’s not a big subject, 

young children have done very well in this 

disaster that we’ve all gone through,” he 

said. Trump said that as the Centers for 

Disease Control and the Prevention worked 

to finalize guidelines for reopening the 

economy. For schools, that comprised 

putting students’ desks 6 feet apart, serving 

meals in the classroom instead of the 

cafeteria and closing playgrounds. Reopening 

schools is measured key in getting the 

economy moving again. 

 

 

Qin1 secures funding from Venture Catalysts: 
An edtech startup Qin1 secures funding from 

Venture Catalysts. The funding amount was 

undisclosed by both the parties. Qin1 closed 

this deal with the help of SKS advisors. Ankit 

Bhati, co-founder, Ola; Sundeep 

Sahni – CCO, Rocket Internet; 

Mitesh Shah, Venture Catalysts 

Investor and CFO, 

BookMyShow; and J Curve 

Series 2 LLP also participated in 

the funding round. “Qin1 

creates a customised learning experience for 

each student – in terms of teacher selection, 

course design, and medium of delivery. We 

are thrilled to partner with Venture Catalysts 

in building Qin1. While edtech penetration 

has grown significantly in recent years, focus 

on kids in 

primary 

and pre-

primary 

schools is 

missing. 

This 

presents an untapped opportunity for Qin1. 

This investment will help us expand our 

unique personalised live class offering to 

millions of children in India.” said Ishan 

Gupta, Co-founder of Qin1. Qin1 offers 

personal live classes across different domains 

like spoken English, coding, and robotics. 

Qin1 focuses on the 360-degree 

development of the students with these 

courses. 

 

 

 

Achmad Zaky’s new fund invests in edtech startup Eduka: 

Indonesian edtech startup Eduka System has 

got an undisclosed amount of seed funding 

from Init 6, a fund led by Bukalapak’s founder 

and former CEO Achmad Zaky. Founded by 

Bandung Institute of Technology students, 

Eduka builds a platform where learners can 

practice problem-solving for multiple 

subjects. After finishing a problem, students 

can also estimate their results and match 

them with those of other participants. The 

startup’s CEO Ahmad Faiz Sahupala, who still 

attends classes at Bandung Institute of 

Technology, said that many students focus 

only on memorizing theories and give less 

attention to their application. “Education is a 

huge space, and we believe Eduka can make 

a better impact [on] Indonesia’s education 

system,” said Init 6’s Zaky. Currently, Eduka 

says it has more than 800,000 registered 

users practicing on its platform, which is 

accessed by about 180,000 students every 

month. 

 

Thai edtech startup scores $900k in seed funding from 500 TukTuks, others 
Thailand-based edtech startup “Conicle”, 

which provides companies with solutions to 

improve employees’ skills has raised 

US$900,000 in pre-series A funding from 

Huamnica, Stormbreaker Venture, and 500 

TukTuks, the Thailand-focused microfund of 

Silicon Valley’s 500 Startups. Founded in 

2014, Conicle offers businesses with an all-in-

one learning solution to help advance and re-

skill their workers through its learning 

management system (LMS). Its technology 

takes a data-driven approach to learning, 

personalizing content to each user. With the 

new funds, its idea is to expand its existence 

in the global education market. It also looks 

to invest further in product development to 

better capitalize on Thailand’s 1 billion baht 

(US$30 million) LMS market and 10 billion 

baht (US$300 million) corporate training 

industry. Within the next three to five years, 

Conicle looks to move from just being a 

learning platform to a “people development 

ecosystem,” they are targeting to get its 

clients and partners more involved in the 

learning process.  
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Soapbox Labs raises $6.5 million in a funding round: 
Dublin based edtech company “Soapbox 

Labs” has raised $6.5 million in 

Series A funding round. The 

funding round was led by 

Elkstone Capital, Astia along 

with participation from private 

investors. This funding makes 

the total funding of the company to $11.1 

million. Soapbox Labs certifies its proprietary 

voice technology for use in software 

developed by other companies and 

organizations to address literacy and 

language-

learning skills. 

Till now the 

company has 

gathered 

thousands of 

audio samples from 170 countries that differ 

from accent, dialects other idiosyncrasies of 

children’s speech. “With this funding we’re 

poised to capitalise on our strengths and the 

global market opportunities opening up to us 

in literacy, language learning and toys,” said, 

Patricia Scanlon, CEO, Soapbox Labs. The 

company would use the raised funds to 

gather more and more voice records from 

students across the world that may help 

organizations to address literacy.  

 

 

UNICEF, Microsoft launches global learning platform to help students: 

As the schools and colleges are shut, 

educational institutes are facing academic 

loss and education crisis. To prevent the 

crisis, Microsoft and UNICEF has announced a 

global learning platform to help students and 

youth affected by the pandemic continue 

their education at home. UNICEF, Microsoft 

and the University of Cambridge partnered to 

provide “The Learning Passport” to displaced 

and refugee students through digital remote 

learning. “UNICEF’s Learning Passport is 

uniquely positioned as a scalable learning 

solution to bridge the digital learning gap for 

millions of students to bring their classroom 

into their home during the pandemic,” said, 

Brad Smith, President, Microsoft. The 

program was underdevelopment from last 18 

months, when the pandemic hit, it 

underwent a rapid expansion to its reach. 

The platform will provide students with 

online books, videos and support system to 

parents of children with learning disabilities. 

 

Learn In raises $3.5 million in a seed funding round: 
“Learn In” an edtech company based in Salt 

Lake City has raised $3.5 million in a seed 

funding round. The funding round was led by 

Album, GSV and Firework Ventures along 

with participation from Village Global and 

angel-investor Michael Levinthal. “In less 

than six weeks, we’ve gone from historic 

unemployment lows and unprecedented 

talent shortages to the highest levels of 

weekly unemployment on record, with more 

than 16 million people out of work in the U.S. 

Learn In provides a better option to layoffs or 

furloughs for the long-term health of 

workers, companies, and the economy amid 

these volatile conditions,” said David Blake, 

Co-Founder and CEO, Learn In. The edtech 

company pairs education, development and 

training of people to improve their skills. 

Company offers skill sets to corporates and 

students who can acquire them to increase 

their worth. This will eventually help students 

to get a good package. Corporates can also 

use the platform to train its employees. 

 

ROYBI raises $4.2 million seed round to produce educational robots: 

 Edtech company “ROYBI”, has raised $4.3 

million in a seed funding round. The names 

of angel investors are undisclosed. ROYBI, a 

robot, is specially designed for children aged 

3 to 7, which help them to learn early 

childhood developmental skills. Sarraf, the 

co-founder of the company believes that the 

company can reach many families, just as 

they have approached the pockets of two 

angel investors. ROYBI contains more than 

500 lessons, stories, and songs and over 

70,000 words to learn in English, Spanish and 

Chinese. The company will sell the robot for 

$299. The robot has artificial intelligence-

driven technology that can detect a student’s 

reaction and can recognize the shortcomings 

in delivering lessons. It can also provide 

progress data on children’s learning.  It is 

available as an application option, which is 

user-friendly on any mobile phone. With its 

focused technology and content, ROYBI aims 

to have a substantial impact on the early 

education industry and anticipates being in 

as many homes and schools as possible over 

the next few years. 
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HP announced partnership with Gamooz to provide education platform: 
An American Multinational IT company 

“Hewlett-Packard” i.e. HP has ammounced 

its partnership with “Gamooz” an 

educational content provider. Company will 

provide educational content to its customers 

from worksheets to 2D Augmented Reality 

content supported by the Gamooz app to 

make learning more engaging and fun. 

Together they will also create a platform 

where educators and students can together 

discuss educational content. “As we mark the 

50th anniversary of Earth Day this week, it’s 

an opportunity to reflect on the world 

around us and how we’re tackling the 

greatest threats facing society. Whether 

we’re helping to fight COVID-19 or climate 

change, it’s in our collective interest to work 

together on shared solutions,” said Enrique 

Lores, HP President and CEO. HP has commit 

to donate its products of $8 million to 

support learning in local communities being 

hit by COVID-19. The partnership between 

both the companies aims to benefit more 

than 100 million people by the year 2025. 

 

 

BibliU raises $10 million in a funding round:
A London based edtech startup “BibliU” has 

raised $10 million in 

Series A funding round. 

The funding round was 

led by Nesta Investments 

along with participation 

from Guinness Asset 

Management, Stonehage 

Fleming, ClearlySo and 

Oxford Sciences 

Innovation. When most 

of the countries are switching to lockdown, 

schools and colleges are being 

closed therefore demand for 

online learning is increasing day 

by day. BibliU is a company that 

offers online digital textbooks 

to colleges, universities and 

publishers. Earlier it used to 

offer its product directly to 

consumer but they changed 

their strategy two years ago. 

These digital textbooks are nearly 50 to 75% 

cheaper than the printed textbooks available 

in the market. Last year company reached a 

revenue of $3 million and this funding makes 

a total of $15 million capital. As the schools 

and colleges are closed, demand of 

company’s product will increase in its serving 

countries and company will be available to 

deliver enhanced quality output. 

 

 

Interplay Learning Raises $5.5 Million in a Series round A: 

Austin based edtech company Interplay 

Learning raises $5.5 million in a series A 

round. Shasta Ventures, Sierra Ventures, Holt 

Ventures, Wild Basin Investments and Shelter 

Capital Partners led the funding round. 

Interplay Learning provides virtual reality and 

3D replications for job skills training. 

Interplay Learning has a user base of more 

than 70,000 students on its platform. The 

company offers learning lessons for 

mechanical, industrial and electrical jobs. The 

company would use the raised funds to not 

only expand its operations but to build a 

customer success team and hire potential 

talent in its Austin offices. Interplay uses 

extended reality like virtual reality and 

augmented reality to train students to 

become better professionals. U.S. market is 

facing a shortage of skilled workers like 

plumber, carpenter, electrician, etc. the 

technology of Interplay Learning would help 

students to adapt these skills and earn a 

good living. 

Harvard University offers free online courses: 
One of the top university in the world 

“Harvard University” has decided to offer 

free online courses. It will offer 64 free online 

courses and big thanks to the technology as 

anyone from the world can take part in these 

free courses. These online courses will cover 

content on game development, 

understanding religious content, 

Shakespeare’s plays, data science and 

visualization. The courses will be available on 

website: online-learning.harvard.edu. 

Students who have a keen interest in 

technology, web programming with Python 

and JavaScript, introduction to game 

development, introduction to computer 

science, and mobile app development are 

few courses offered by Harvard for them. The 

duration of the course will range from 11 

weeks to 13 weeks. The decision by Harvard 

University will motivate many students to 

learn new skills as to get admission in 

Harvard is still a dream of millions of 

students. 
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Educon International School, Baner - Pune 
A 21st Century school adapting a New Paradigm of Education 

Introduction 
Ranked amongst TOP 5 innovative teaching schools in India by Education World 

Grand Jury awards and Ranked no. 1 in Maharashtra under the ICSE Parameter 

wise for ‘Co-Curricular Education` by EducationToday, Educon International School, 

Baner is successfully implementing the concept of “Living School” by imparting its 

curriculum for excellence following Holistic well-being pedagogy and Education for 

global citizenship. Holistic Well-being approach is practiced by leaving behind the 

hypertrophy of mind and harmoniously develop all dimensions of students like 

Emotional, Physical, Intellectual and Creative.  EIS is recognized as a school demonstrating extra ordinary capability 

to break away from rote learning and adapt pedagogies which encourage development of students’ creative 

thinking, collaborative and problem solving skills by many Educational platforms and eminent Educationists.  

Campus Facilities:  
To complement innovation in Academics EIS provides state of the 
art campus and infrastructure. Campus is made very safe and 
secure with the help of multiple CCTV's covering all the school 
areas and classrooms. Access control doors restricts the 
unauthorized access of any individual within school premises. 
Students learn in temperature controlled classrooms with 
innovative learning equipments like personalized tablets and 
Digital content. Excellent library, STEM Lab (a true blend of 
science, technology, engineering & math), Computer Lab, 
Music/Dance/Art room, Enrichment Zones (Indoor Sports room, 
Activity Room, Soft Gym), A huge Sports Ground leave no stone 
unturned in providing the best to all students. A canteen offering 
delicious, hygienic and nutritious food gives plethora of options 
in diet. 24X7 Security personnel and a unique Parent on Campus policy (where a Parent is invited to be in school and 
experience school activities for the whole day) eventually makes a parent confident and strengthens their trust in 
the safe and secure environment of the school. Initiatives like Mystery Reader and Parent in a Classroom makes 
parents as partners. GPS, RFID and Camera enabled School buses takes care of safe commuting. 

Personalised learning is ensured in EIS by keeping Optimal Student-Teacher ratio in class.  Well defined learning 

outcomes integrates experiential and project based learning which adds impetus and strengthens conceptual 

learning which enables to better understand a concept and move away from rote method of memorization. The new 

age learning concept of Explore, Engage and Experience is put to practice in EIS.  

 

MISSION: 

Purpose of education imparted at EIS is to enable each student to be a successful learner, a confident individual, 

a responsible citizen and an effective contributor. Our Qualified, creative, competent staff, comprehensive 

curriculum for excellence and student centric safe learning environment shall develop in students the zest to be 

lifelong learners. 
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Pedagogical Model of “Flipped Classroom” enables students to take 
up the video lessons of the study topics at their own pace as revision 
in comfort of their home and to a suitable depth of understanding. 
The use of “3D Learning” in the classroom offers enormous potential 
as a tool in teaching and learning. While the TED-Ed Clubs in school 
presents its students the hands-on opportunity to enhance their 
presentation and public speaking skills that will be vital, a School 
Radio Station run by the students and for the students helps to 
express their views and build their confidence whether it is 
discussing important issues or sharing ideas. 

 

21st Century Life Skill Education blended in the syllabi gives an edge to all EIS students to participate and engage in 

real-life scenarios.  

Global School Partnership and Connecting India programs 

provides an exposure to students to interact with their 

counterparts across the globe and within India. This Project based 

Learning avenues make them aware of global and domestic issues 

and equips them with skill and knowledge to be an Active Global 

Citizen. 

At EIS, we believe “Teachers Make the Difference”. Hence, 

continuous professional development workshops are frequently 

organized to keep our teachers updated to the latest trends in 

teaching pedagogies.  These are many times delivered by renowned International Facilitators. EIS teachers have also 

been honoured and appreciated by conferring upon them Teachers Glory awards and Teacher par excellence award 

at World Education Summit 2019 and by IIHM, Pune respectively. 

 

School is recognized by International Associations and received many awards and accolades in the category 

of Best School in Pune West, Hygiene and cleanliness, Innovative Teaching, Pedagogical Innovation, TOP 

100 schools in India, Excellence in advanced Skill development program and Global school champion. 
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Recently introduced technologies (Related to digital education) in school: 

Teaching Methodology VSPK International 

school focuses on providing a learning 

ambience that facilitates holistic 

development though learner -centric 

education that allows individual interest, 

ability and aptitude to be given due 

consideration for maximising the efficiency 

of learning outcomes. The school caters to 

the need of making   learning 

interdisciplinary, interactive and experiential 

methodology is a diverse mix. The teaching 

pedagogy is updated to incorporate the 

latest innovations   in teaching –learning 

strategies and methods adopted across the 

world so that student interest and growth is 

given top priority. The teachers at VSPK, act 

as counsellors, guide and facilitators and 

motivate students to reach the highest level 

of success. The institution also arranges 

regular workshops and counselling by 

experts to increase student awareness about 

cyber safety the role of citizen’s in 

environment preservation, the requirement 

of time and stress management in a dynamic 

world so that the youth is kept safe from the 

threats of technological age and can use the 

digitalization for individual progress and 

collective development. The institution uses 

smart class systems and educational 

technology and blends it with traditional 

teaching methods to create the most 

productive learning ambience. The students 

are stimulated to participate in charitable 

and socially productive endeavours so that 

students imbibe right values that shape their 

character and personality   to match the 

highest standards of moral behaviour. The 

learners are trained to be inquisitive and 

have a rational approach while retaining the 

essential human and ethical norms to make 

educational process value oriented and 

modernized for developing scientific temper 

and retaining traditional attributes.  

  

Sports & Extra circular activities in school  

At VSPK students are encouraged to attain 

fitness of mind, body and soul. So while 

academics train the mind, physical activities 

and sports prepare the body and yoga and 

meditation help the soul attain optimum 

efficiency.  Inter house, Inter school, Zonal, 

State and national level competitions help 

the students to display their potential in 

various sports like Cricket, Basketball, 

Badminton, Football, Skating, Shooting, 

Taekwando, Swimming, Chess etc. Regular 

morning exercises inculcate healthy habits so 

that the young ones can remain fit and agile 

as VSPK firmly believes that a healthy mind 

resides in a healthy body and the aim of 

education is overall development of the 

individual who should be given education 

that not only prepares him to earn a good 

living but also provides him ways and means 

to live healthy and happy life. 
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Chairman’s Message  

EIS is a progressive Living School which is child - centred, co-Educational, private school committed to providing International 

standard quality Education. EIS follows the ICSE curriculum integrated with Education for Global Citizenship. At EIS our focus is 

on creating Learning Environments that are innovative and enriching adding impetus to learn with joy and pleasure, which are 

the most powerful driving forces behind learning. Our Curriculum for Excellence offers inspiring pedagogical activities that 

engage children to learn without constrains or pressure. This makes us 

direct all our teaching and learning strategies to recognize children's 

multiple intelligences along with care and individualized attention, nurture 

children to grow their potential and most importantly develop lasting 

values and strength of character all while preparing them to face the 

challenges of living in a global society. Our exceptionally talented and 

dedicated Teachers and Staff are the building blocks for our school's 

excellence. Our Teachers are our strength who works diligently to 

implement the "Curriculum for Excellence" within the framework of 

"Living School" and stay abreast of latest technological advances and 

teaching learning pedagogies by participating in continuous Professional 

development programs. We also welcome you to share your talents, 

passion, profession and culture in collaboration with our teaching team. 

Educon International School is defining a new type of Education.  

 

EIS offers programs from Toddlers to STD X and prepare students for ICSE (Indian Certificate of Secondary Education) 

Examinations. 

With all this and more, EIS is has emerged as a 21st Century school adapting a New Paradigm of Education. 

For Admission: 
Contact 8087007545/46 x 
Educon International School 
Off. Pancard Club Road, Pune 
www.educoninternationalschool.com 
  

VISION: 

EIS seeks to prepare students for life and active participation in a global multicultural society by 

developing in them knowledge and understanding of the world while retaining the traditional Indian 

Values.  

 E - Excellence in all Aspects of School  

 D - Dedication in Imparting Quality Education  

 U - Unique Innovative Concepts of Teaching Pedagogies  

 C - Commitment towards Building a Nation  

 O - Optimistic Approach towards Learners  

 N - Nurturing Young Minds with Care and Affection  

 

Mr. Nikhil Wagh 

http://www.educoninternationalschool.com/
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Director’s Message 
 

Roya Singh, the director of Grads 

International School Greater Noida. 

She believes that in the globally close 

knit world today, there are no more 

boundaries. Children of today need to 

grow into individuals who are world 

embracing in every way. Education 

needs to be imparted in a holistic way, 

developing our children into Global 

Citizens. Bookish knowledge is not 

enough anymore. A child has to be 

nurtured with the skills to face a 

constantly changing and developing 

world. Moral education develops the 

capabilities to fight the injustice, violence, 

and corruption we see around us today. Our 

children today are the torch bearers of our 

nation tomorrow.  

Baha’u’llah, the prophet founder of the 

Baha’i Faith, said ‘... Regard man as a mine 

rich in gems of inestimable value. Education 

can, alone, cause it to reveal its treasures, 

and enable mankind to benefit therefrom. 

’Fully aware of our task of enabling children 

to match their abilities and skills with the 

increasing demands of changing time, we as 

institutions, must help mould our children 

into the precious gems of tomorrow. 
 

Sports & Extra circular activities in school:  
 

 “Healthy Mind exists in a Healthy Body” and hence a 

great emphasis is placed on physical fitness. We 

believe that through sports, we can develop 

leadership skills among the students as well as make 

them focused, disciplined, and fit. 

 To achieve this, we have created a fitness curriculum 

for the pre-primary students, in line with the 

academic curriculum to develop the gross motor 

skills and familiarise them with physical activity while 

at the same time creating a love for sports. 

 

Sports:
 Karate 

 Archery 

 Cricket (Praveen Nagar Cricket 

Academy) 

 Football 

 Kho Kho 

 Athletics 

 Deuce kids program 

 

Extra-curricular:  
 Dance: Classical, Contemporary etc. 

 Music: Vocal, Instrumental. 

 Club activities: (Green Discovery Club, 

Literati Club, SOS-First Aid Club, 

Aesthetics Club, Stage Craft Club, 

Gourmet Club, Mind Spark.) 

  
SCHOOL’S ACHIEVEMENT  

3 years of excellence in education  

Awarded as the Top School in Innovative Teaching in Greater Noida on 8th September 2018. 

Multiple awards in Inter-school activities and competitions. 
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Building & Infrastructure of school: 
    

1. Airy and well ventilated classrooms. 

2. Math Lab. 

3. Science Lab. 

4. Computer Lab. 

5. Medical room (Sick bay). 

6. Robotics. 

7. CCTV covered campus. 

8. Playground 

 
Future plans:  
 

 Increasing Sports facilities. 

 Skill development activities and training. 

 Personality development program. 

 Google classroom. 

 Trinity college English language activities. 

 British Council accreditation.  

  

Recently introduced technologies (Related to digital education) in 

school: 
Teaching Methodology: Grads International School is emphatic about providing child-centric education, and keeping this in mind, we offer 

learning that is both interactive and experiential. 
 

Recently added technology: 

1. Smart classrooms 

2. Computer Lab. 

3. Robotics and STEM education. 

4. ERP and LMS. 

5. Online Assessment and report generation. 

6. Mind spark Mathematics. 

  

VISION: 

To develop a community of happy and compassionate world citizens with strong moral values, who live 
with responsibility and contribute to the world.  
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Overview of AR and VR in Education: 

Extended reality is no longer just a part of sci-

fi movies. Virtual Reality has made its impact 

in the past few years, with augmented reality 

and mixed reality being used more often in 

real-world applications. The technology is 

becoming more adaptable than ever 

imagined. The future of learning and 

workplace training is connected to learning 

technology. As technology becomes more 

omnipresent and affordable, education 

sector is becoming another source of 

revenue for XR companies. Currently, the 

most popular types of XR are augmented 

reality, virtual reality, and mixed reality. VR 

can be used to communicate lots of things, 

from history to human structure.  

Let us know the difference between AR and 

VR. “Augmented Reality” is a technology in 

which a computer-generated layer is formed 

over the images, sounds and text we see in 

the actual world. AR provides a digital 

element to a live view. One of the most 

popular way, the AR has penetrated everyday 

life is through mobile games. In 2016, the AR 

game 'Pokémon Go' became popular 

worldwide, with over 100 

million estimated users. And 

it ended up making more 

than $2.0 billion, According 

to Forbes. “Virtual Reality” is 

a technology which provides 

us a three dimensional, 

computer generated 

environment, which can be 

explored by a person. VR 

takes us into a completely 

different world as VR objects 

shut out the physical world. 

For example, instead of 

teaching history to students 

in a traditional manner, students can take 

classes through AR and VR and go back in 

time and see events unfold in front of them. 

 

Role of Augmented and Virtual Reality in education:

VR & AR is the vision of the future education 

system. Classroom learning is undergoing 

changes at an exceptional rate. Technology is 

stepping into classroom learning, while 

providing interactive elements to students. 

VR learning offers a substitute to students 

who face difficulties in learning. There are 

some students who find it problematic to 

understand, what they are being taught and 

might easily give up on their studies. 

However, virtual reality offers them an 

alternative way to simplify the difficulties in 

understanding what they are taught. This 

technology will provide a boost to students 

to improve their overall grades. Today’s 

children are already familiar with the 

changing technologies, that’s why 

computerized tools and apps are making 

sense in classroom learning. AR/VR will act as 

an additional support to teachers. The 

technology will cover every concept in detail. 

For example, a student wants to see how 

does human digestive system works. They 

can see the whole digestion process in a 

virtual world by wearing the VR headsets.  

According to a survey in the marketing 

students, 87% of students are more likely to 

attend lecture when they are introduced 

with technology and 72 % of them are more 

likely to interact with teachers. Digital 

learning content, online assessments and 

projectors, these kinds of technologies are 

making their mark on K-12 segment of Indian 

education.

 

VR and AR in India:
Virtual labs, social media platforms, virtual 

and augmented reality tools are being 

implemented in India to provide experiential 

learning. Experiential learning methods, the 

use of artificial intelligence in education, and 

personalized learning methods are some of 

the major trends, which will continue to 

transform the Indian education system in 

2019 as well. The Indian educators are 

concentrating on implementing experiential 

learning by engaging students with 

gamification, AR, and VR in learning. Earlier 

in 2018, AjnaLens, India’s first own AR 

headset, rolled out one of the world’s most 

advanced 3D mapping systems, where digital 

holograms seamlessly integrated with the 

outside environment. So, if a part of the 

structure is being dissected or an organ is 

being examined, it feels real and immersive. 

 



 

 
 

 Education India |  May 2020   64 

Outlook of the Sector- AR and VR in Education 

VR and AR outside India 

Even though technology is yet to make its 

mark in the Indian education market but it’s 

already a part of education curriculum. Many 

countries like Australia, U.S.A are using VR 

headsets to take their students on virtual 

foreign trips. For example, a geography 

teacher is taking the students to a virtual trip, 

which is providing them a unique visual 

experience of the real world. VR is being used 

in elementary, secondary and high school 

and it also helps in providing vocational 

training.  By studying through VR, students 

are getting the reality of being in an 

unfamiliar working environment. A medical 

student can experience the whole procedure 

of minor as well as major surgeries of any 

body part.  Learners do best learn in a better 

way by having experience, whether it’s 

learning how to play a sport, a musical 

instrument or do a cardiac surgery. VR is 

making this dream come true.  

 

Top companies using AR and VR to enhance education: 
1. Google Expeditions: US based company 

take students on field trips via AR and VR, 

allowing students to travel the world without 

ever leaving the classroom. For example, 

Google is currently selling its Expedition Kits, 

which provides equipment for teacher and 

students at $10,000. Currently, it is expensive 

but the prices will drop as this technology 

enters the mainstream market.  

2. Lifeliqe: The technology is enhanced with 

3D models, so science learning can be visual, 

hands-on, interactive and fun for students. 

The digital program includes over 1,300 3D 

and AR models with over 700 lessons to 

teach them. STEM. Students can learn new 

concepts easily with AR and VR technology. 

3. Unity Technologies: Unity Technologies, 

a California based game development 

company helps students to make creative 

ideas into enveloping realities, creating new 

education technology for learning apps, 

games and simulations.  

4. Labster VR:  Labster, a USA based 

company offers a realistic lab experience that 

anyone can access to perform experiments in 

a risk-free environment. The VR labs provide 

opportunities, which are not available in real 

labs i.e. the ability to zoom in to view life 

science at a molecular level, missions that 

connect the science to real life situations, 

and the ability to alter time to make 

experiments quicker, and to go back in time 

to fix an error.  

 

 

Scope and opportunities of AR and VR
Educators are not only interested in this 

technology; they are also planning to invest 

heavily in these projects. According to 

Forbes, reports from Goldman Sachs 

estimate that roughly $700 million will be 

invested in AR and VR applications in 

education sector by 2025. Another report 

predicts that America USA will have virtual 

reality classroom learning of 60% in their 

higher education institutions. Whatever 

might happen, entertainment will remain the 

primary source of AR and VR applications. 

According to a report, the global VR 

market was valued at $2.2 billion in 2016 

and is expected to grow to $26.89 billion 

by the year 2022. Recently, a leading 

chinese tech company, Tenest, has 

released a report, where they found that 

there are 3,00,000 AI researchers and 

practitioners in the world but the market 

demand for such developers is in millions.
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Challenges of AR and VR in education
1. Expensive: AR and VR headsets are very 

costly as they have the most advanced 

technology designed in them. Every school 

cannot afford to install this technology at 

their school campuses. VR also has some 

elements of complexity that most schools in 

India aren’t trained to use to tech concepts 

through VR, every student must have the VR 

headsets with them and minimum cost of a 

VR headset is $ 200.  

 

2. Time consuming: Teaching concepts or 

lessons through text books do not consume 

much time, but when the same concept is 

taught through AR/VR, it becomes time 

consuming as this technology takes the 

learner to a different virtual world which 

would have detailed description for every 

little thing. Teaching in traditional manner 

saves a lot of time as one teacher can 

connect to every student present in the class. 

 3. Lack of realism: As we all know that 

AR/VR takes us into a virtual world, which is 

entirely different from reality. For example, 

when we watch a 7D movie, we see ghosts, 

animals sitting next to us but in reality it’s 

just a cybernetic world we see. Therefore, we 

can say that AR/VR technology lacks realism. 

 

4.Students may get disorientated at 

first: There are many students in India who 

have never witnessed AR/VR technology. So 

for many students it will be a new thing with 

which they are not so familiar. In the 

beginning students may get confused with 

this technology as it comprises of some 

multifaceted elements. 

5. Dizziness and eye soreness: Students 

may get easily addicted to AR/VR headsets 

which may lead to many health diseases. 

Excessive use of these headsets may harm 

the vision of students. Short term eye strain 

is very common in using these headsets. 

Students who are prone to motion sickness 

may feel dizziness even if they use these 

headsets for very short duration. 

 

Conclusion 
Technology around the world is changing 

rapidly. What’s new today may become 

obsolete tomorrow. Thus, future of 

technology is unpredictable. The same thing 

applies for education. AR/VR concept in 

education may fully change the method of 

teaching and understanding. AR/VR in 

education will provide an interactive learning 

environment for students. It will also 

eliminate language barrier as students can 

understand the same lessons in different 

languages. Although these technologies have 

not made their mark on e-learning industry 

so far, the sustained growth of global 

markets for AR and VR is a promising sign. 

Moreover, the increasing investment in AR 

and VR indicate significant potential for 

future growth. Global investment in VR 

technology touched a record height of $3 

billion in 2017, which is nearly three times 

higher than that of 2015. We hope to see 

many schools in India using VR headsets or 

having virtual labs installed at their 

campuses. Keeping the latest trends in mind, 

educators could create alternative methods 

of experience by introducing gamification 

and virtual labs that will assist students to 

conduct and simulate experiments that are 

based on the real-world phenomenon.
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Eldrok is one of the world’s leading strategic and marketing consulting firms, specialize in business intelligence,  
research and data solutions, B2B market research, business modelling, and marketing advisory services.  
 
For more information, please contact: +91-12-4475 1840, +91-83750 27737 or  
mail us on - gaggarwal@eldrok.com 

  

  

  

 

Robotics in Education 

  AI in Education 

Education News 

Educator’s Profile 

 
 

 


